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be in accord with one of the paragraphs but
opposed to the others.

The CHATRMAN: When the debate is
resumed in Committee, Mr. Nicholson can
ask leave of the Committee to withdraw the
amendment, and then move it paragraph by
paragraph.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 do not want any-
thing left to an act of grace on the part of
the Comnissioner of Taxation. If there
are concessions to be granied let us have
them in the measure and the pablic will
know where they stand. I am opposed to
acts of grace on the part of anyone.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.m.
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The SPEAEER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

MOTION—URGENCY.
“West Australian” Newspaper Report.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received the fol-
lowing letter from the member for Fre-
mantle, Mr. Sleeman:—

I desire to move the adjournment of the
House to deal with a matter of urgent im-
portance, namely, an article dealing with
Parliament m to-day’s issue of the ‘‘West
Australian.’
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Before the motion can he entertained, it will
be necessary for seven members to rise in
their places.

Seven members having risen,

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [4.34]:
move—

That the Tlouse |do now adjourn.

I move this motion because a matter of ur-
gent importance to the country at large is
involved. The article, T consider, eontains
gross misrepresentation—it misrepresents
the doings and the cost of Parliament.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
well.

Mr. Marshall: That is being done every
day. That newspaper is the most unhal-
anced section of the community.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am not prepared to
let the paper get away with this article
withont registering a protest with a view to
ascertaining whether the House cannot do
something to stop the reckless statements
and the tissue of lies issned to the publie
in a paper which considers itself to be the
leading paper of the day. It attacks Par-
liament every day

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us stick to the arti-
ele in guestion.

Mr. SLEEMAN:
the article states—

Deliberate lies as

The latter portion of

Members of the Government cannot be
acquitted of obstinacy, but the brunt of the

" blame for an exhibition of futile and costly

time-wasting must be borne by an Opposzition
which deliberately pursucd this course.

Regarding that portion, I consider that we
were justified in the action we took; other-
wise we would not have proceeded with it.
But that is not the worst part of the article,
It goes on to say—

It has been computed that it costs £80 an
hour te keep the House sitting, and npwarda

of £30 to send members home in taxi cabs
after 11 o’clock

Mr. Marshall: A confounded lie.
Mr. SLEEMAN: The article concludes—

The public finances are not so buoyant that
such expenses should be imcorred lightly.

The article relates to an occurrence last
night over a Bill then hefore the House,
and it would convey the impression that for
every bour we sat last night the cost to the
taxpayers was £80 per hour extra. That,
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I say, is & wmost deliberate falsehood, be-
cause in my opinion the only additional
cost, a3 against when the House is not sit-
ting, is the enst of lighting the building nnd
the printing of the reports of the proceed-
ings. That wonld not cost £80 per hour
and T say emphatically that the “West Aus-
tralian” has no right to misrepresent the
cost or doings of Parliament to citizens in
that way. Moreover, the article states that
it costs £30 to send members home in taxi
eahs after 11 o’clock, T have sat here very
many nights after 11 o'clock and have not
been sent home in a taxi. Often the House
has sat after 11 o'clock without the conntry
being involved in any cost for taxi eabs.
After the departure of the last trains and
trams, members are sent home, but that is

very seldom.
Mr. Marshall: And only some members,

then.
Hon. S. W. Munsie: Of course, only some
are sent home.

Mr. SLEEMAN: When they are sent
home in taxi cabs, it does not eost £30, or
even one-third of that amount. I do not
think it costs £ on the very rare oceasions
when they are sent home. The article in-
fers that. owing to the obstinate attitude
of the Government and the Opposition last
night, it cost the country £30 {o send mem-
Jers home in taxi cabs, and £80 an hour
extra to keep the Honse sitting, whereas in
fact, not a penny piece was spent last night
on taxi eabs to send members home. Mem-
hers who have their own cars weuni home
in them, and members who are not fortun-
ate enough to have ears of their own went
home in trams and trains as wsual. Tt is
time the “Wesl Australian” kept to the
facts and refrained from misrepresentation.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is utterly impossible for
the paper to do so.

Mr. SLEEMAX: A politician’s life at
present is not so happy that he can afford
to he wisrepresented. Not long ago, when
Parliameni was in recess, some papers were
clamouring for it to sit, and praectically in-
ferred that members were a lot of lJoafers
for ot sitting.  Frequently they asked
when Parliament would be ecalled together.
Now, when Parliament is doing what it con-
siders right, Government and Oppesition
alike, the “West Australian” comes to lizht
with a tiseue of lies.

[ASSEMBLY.]

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [4.39]: 1 have not
had an opportunity to peruse the article re-
terred to by the member for Fremantle.

Mr, Marshatl: Do not you read the “West
Australian”?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, I
usually read the “Primary Producer.”

Mr. Marshall: That is worse than the
“West Australian.”

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: I did
not know that the member for Fremantle in-
tended to move the adjournment of the
House. It is very difficult to control the
comments of leader wrifers, or those asso-
ciated with the staff of the leading news-
paper, or of any other newspaper.

Mr. Sleeman: Fair comment we do not
mind.

The MINISTER I¥OR LANDS: The
statement would eertainly lead the publie fo
believe that last night taxis were engaged to
send members home. That statement is not
true. No member was sent home in a taxi
last night. Usually, when members sit here
till a late hour emgaged upon the business
of the Stale, we try to adjourn the House
so that they ean eatch their last trains and
(rams. If they cannot do that, surely they
are not to be expected to walk home!
Usnally, when it is neeessary to engage cars
in which to send hiome those members who
require transport. we sit fairly late in order
to justify the expense,

Mr. Angelo: Thai oecurs on only a very
{ew occasions,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
and members living in the suburbs cannot
be expected to walk home, If we did not
sit late at times, the State’s business would
not be conducted as expeditionsly as it is
at present. I am sorry that misrepresenta-
tion has taken place, but I hope the lou.
member will withdraw the motion and not
ask the House to ndjourn.

Mr. Marshall: Why waste time like this?
We ean go away and save expense, and then
the “West Australian” will have no artieles
and its eolomnz will be bhlank,

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: The
lLion. member is seeking to justify the motion.
I eanmot do =o0.

Mr. Kenneally: Would you comment on
the other portion that it costs £80 an hour
while the Honse is sitting? )
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: So far
as 1 know, that statement is not correet.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Of course it is not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
writer of the article evidently did not in-
vestigate the fignres of eost to run the House
in its entirety. 1f he bad calculated it on the
basis of the number of hours over which the
sittings extend, he would find it was very
mueh less than that. There is the cost of
lighting the House at night, but members
give up a great deal of their time to attend
to the business of the country, and it can-
not be expected that the business can be
transacted for nothing. Anyhow, the cost
is not anything like that stated in the article.
Regarding the other comments, any man in
public life expeects a fair amount of eriti-
cism.

Mr. Marshall : Fair criticism is accepled.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
when the leading newspaper does publish
information, the least it ean do is to ob-
tain eorrect information. There are means
for obtaining correct information. I regret
that the article appeared. The Government
had nothing whatever to do with it; the in-
furmation was not supplied by them.

Mr. Sleeman: I know that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: BSiill,
when members attend bere to do the State’s
work, and it is necessary to send them home
by taxis, taxis must be hired.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Some of us who
have cars take other members home and
relieve the Government of that expense.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Some of us take
three or four other membhers home.

Hon. P. Collier: Members with private
enrs frequently take other members home.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Often
members living in distant suburbs eatch
their Jast trains and trams, unless there is
some specially important business before the
House.

Hon. P. Collier: And we grant pairs for
that purpose.

The MINISTER FOR
The comment is very unfair.

Mr. Marshall: Any night T will walk home
provided that the writer of the article will
walk with me. 1t is only seven miles!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: TProb-
ably the hon. member would not reach home.

Mr. Marshall: T will take the risk.

LANDS: Yes.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wilt
not undertalke that, Elections are very
costly, and I do not desire to see the hon.
member go out of the House at present. I
regret the article, but I hope the motion will
not be forced to a division.

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.44]: T
happen to be in the very happy position of
not having played any part in being obsti-
nate last evening when the Electoral Act
Amendment Bill was being eonsidered. For
once, when the debate became a little
heated, I played no part, so I feel exempt
from the strictures in the article.

The Minister for Railways: Do not you
see that the writer of the article is trying
to run Parliament %

Mr. MARSHALL: I object to that. If
the writer of the article had endeavoured
to re-enact Guy Fawkes’s performance, 1
would not have complained. My view is
that the present form of government is un-
suitable, and the objeet of the article ap-
parently is to convert the public to that
opinion. Probably we are on the eve of
great changes, and possibly the newspaper
is engaged in establishing the necessary
basis for making those changes. But the
figures adduced are ecertainly incorrect.
‘Whether or not the writer of the article
knew them to be incorrect is a question T
cannot answer. However it behoves jour-
nalists, or alleged jounrnalists, when submit-.
ting articles of this nature for the public’s
digestion, to get as close as possible to
acenracy.  There is more cunning than
truth in this article. It does not say that
there was an extra cost of £80 per hour
while Parliament was sitting, but states
that this figure is computed. The word
“‘computed’’ is equivalent to ‘‘ealeu-
lated,”” T suppose. The article merely as-
snmes that that was the extra cost. Thus
the public are misled. TUnfortunately a
large section of the public believe every-
thing they see in the newspapers. They
little appreciate that the writer of an
article might be a mere schoolboy, putting-
forward what he simply believes to be cor-
rect, but at the same time putting it for-
ward as authentie information, or as the
outeomme of the collective intellects of sev-
eral individuals. For a considerable time
the Press has been assisting the ealleged
Communists to—

The SPEAKER: Commnnists do not.
enter into the argument.
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Mr. MARSHALL: Here is an article
written by a journalist. Yf it were written
by a Communist, it conld not be more dero-
zatory to our system of government. As
regards assisting the Communists, ] am a
little bit with the Press; but I do desire
the Press to remain truthful. I am aware
that at the moment the Press is stuck for
news. But for this sort of staff, its eolumns
would be bare. There are no murders, no
¢cricket matches; the Melbourne Cup 18
over; the nnemployed are segregated. At
the moment the enly topic of the Press
is assistance to wheatgrowers. Apart f.rom.
that, the Press, without giving due_ We1gt.|t
to accuracy, fills up its columns with this
sort of thing. The article is scandalous, &
gross perversion of truth, and unfgir tolthe
public. of whom a large section will believe
this to be the truth, whereas it is as far
from the truth as the North Pole is from
the South. I do not say that the Press re-
porters who labour within the preeinets of
this building are responsible for the ar-
ticle, but someone else must bhave been
offered a brief. I infer that the basis of the
article came from the Press gallery of this

Chamber. I wish to warn those inidviduals -

that unless they are very careful I shall be
compelled to give some facts to the public;
that is, if the Press will publish them; 1 do
not suppose they will. Those facts would
refer to the behaviour of some Press Te-
porters, und what it costs to convey infor-
mation to the Press. They have not got it
all their own way, although they are the
Press for the time being. Only recently an
article referring to Wiluna had to be cor-
rected by me, and in doing so I had to refer
to certain injustices. The Press eut out
those references, and printed merely what
suited them. I protest against any Press-
man in the gallery of this Chamber being
ipstrumental in furnishing information
which leads to the writing of suchk an ar-
ticle as has given oceasion for the present
motion. I do not desire that I myself
should not be criticised, or that Parliament
shonld not be critcised; but the Press should
get near to the truth in its criticisms. To
publish articles and figures of this sort,
without a semblance of aecuracy, is abso-
lutely unfair. I took no part in the debate
referred to, but I can assure the Press that
the publication of this article will not dis-
courage me. When I feel like spealking. T
shall do so; and if I feel like being obsti-
nate, I will be so; quite irrespeetive of

[ASSEMBLY.]

whether the Press like it or mot. I am
prepared to walk home from here with the
individual who wrote this ariicle as often
as he is prepared to walk with me. Un-
serupulons individuals do not confine their
writings to the truth, but attack people un-
fairly, The newspapers will not publish
any criticism on themselves. T merely rose
to support the motion of protest. If the
Press think anything of the present form
of govermment, they should eunlogisze that
form. The time will come when the Press
will greatly regret having assisted outside
people to attack the present form of gov-
ernment, Those outside people are getting
their information from the Press.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1T ask leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

QUESTION—MINERS' PHTHISIS ACT.
Amending Legislation.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Is it the infention
of the Government to introduce before the
close of this session a Bill to amend the
Miners’ Phthisis Act?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can-
not promise that the Bill will be introduced,
but an effort will he made in that direction.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 3).

On motion by Hon. W. D. Johnson, Bill
read a third time, and transmitted to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Mines (Hon. J. Scaddan,
Minister).
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Vote—DMines, 5101679 :

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
J. Seaddan—Maylands) [1.58]: I ask the
indulgence of the Committee for a short
period—bhecause of the faet that I am suf-
fering from a relaxed throat—while I make
some remarks on the gold-mining industry
generallv. Though I know that a large per-
centage of what T shall say is already known
te hon. members, I feel that this is an op-
portunity which ought not to be negleected
to make available to others, not in the same
position to obtain sueh information, facts
which it is desirable should be widely known.
For many years the mining industry has
heen suffering from a regular decline in gold
production. That deeline is due largely to
the fact that by reason of a recognised prin-
ciple in most eountries, and by Act of Par-
liament in some, particularly in Great
Britain, the price of gold bas been definitely
fixed. Notwithstanding anything in the na-
ture of rising prices for other commodities,
the price of gold has remained stationary.
During the period of the war, and for some
time afterwards, we had the spectacle of all
other commodities inereasing rapidly in
price, which meant that those engaged in
the production of gold had to pay higher
prices for their requirements, and that in
turn their employees had to pay higher prices
for their personal requirements. Because of
this latter fact higher wages had to be paid
to those engaged in the industry, while the
mining companies received merely the fixed
price for their gold production. This had
the effect of eausing quite a number of in-
vestors to leave the industry, especially small
producers without capital backing. To some
extent, also, tnining eompaniex unable to
raise additional capital, because better in-
vestments were available in other directions,
had to cease operafions. But, of conrse, his-
tory repeais itsel{, and when general prices
begin to fall, irrespective of inereased prices
available to the gold producer, it has the
effect of reducing the cost of production,
and in turn of increasing production. For
the last two years there has been a steadv
inerease, but in recent months it has been
phenomenal. T do not believe there has ever
heen a time—certainly not in the history of
Australia—when gold has reached the price
it has atisined during recent months. Thai
is largely due to the fact that the Old Coun-
try has departed from the gold standard, or
in other words has provided a free markel
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for the sale of gold, with the resnit that
vesterday gold was purchaseable for sale on
the London market at £5 11s. 3d. per fine
ounce, as against the previous standard of
£4 43, 11%%4d. That, of course, helps materi-
ally. But over and above that we have the
fact that, due to conditions of trade, there
was an exchange rate which was in favour
of the Australian producer of commodities
that had to be sold oversea. That premium
which has been paid to the gold producer,
amounting to £1 4s. 10d., raised the value
at the Mint to £6 14s. 9d. per fine ounce
as against the normal price of £4 4s. 1134d.
It is not easy for the average man to appre-
ciate that there is any value in maintaining
the gold standard, nor can he appreciate any
likely difference that will acerue to him be-
cause of a country going off the gold stand-
ard. For years past we have been geiting
on without baving very much gold in eireula-
tion, and the ordinary citzen seldom sees
gold. But most people know there has been
a feeling in the minds of those who have
gtudied the quesfion that the present e¢haotic
eondition of the world's trade is in some way
due to the fact that the gold production of
the world has materially deereased in recent
vears. But I venture to say the ease is not
altogether proved, although there may be
something in it. But gold stil plays an
important part in international trade. If
a country has to meet indebteduness outside
its own borders, it hns to meet it by pro-
viding goods, and it is not always possible
to wait until goods can be forwarded to the
oversea markets and made available to meet
the dehit balance against such a ecountry. An
easier method is to ship gold. A few months
ago the Commonweslth, acting for itself and
the States, was called upon to meet its obli-
gations overseas but was upable to meet
them in goods because of the low prices
of the commodities we were sending to such
markets. So we were up against the possi-
bility of having to default. But duwe in no
small measure to the large production of
gold in Western Australia, and to a smaller
extent in other parts of Australia, the Com-
monwealth Government were able to ship
gold to meet their obligations. So, Australia
being a debtor country, it is very essential
that we should encourage an increased pro-
duction of gold in order to have by us that
which is so necessary for the purpose of
meeting our obligations, It is also known
that under the gold standard, as fixed by the
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British Parliament, it was possible for.a man
to take 1,700 Rank of Fngland £1 notes into
the bank and demand and receive 400 ounces
of gold. But of cource nobody would be
foolish enough to do anything of the kind,
hecaunse there are simpler methods of carry-
ing on trade. In some instances the stnplest
method of all is to deposit the £1,700 in the
bank and draw n cheque against the bank,
so that the bank inay forward the gold to
meet the obligations. If, however, a country
such as Australia finds itself in the position
that it has not the credit in the country
where it has to meet its indebtedness, the
only method is to ship gold, and that is what
the Commonwealth did. That being so, it
appears to me it is desirable that every effort
ghould be made to increase our gold produe-
tion. Prior to England’s going off the gold
standard nobody could have foreseen the
phenomenal rise that has taken place in the
value of gold. Barlier than that, the Common-
wealth offered a bonus on gold, and unques-
tionably thai gave a fillip to the introductioi
of capital and labour in gold production., So
we made steady progress. To-day the progress
will be more rapid because of the increased
priece of gold. In fact no producer of gold
—save a few who bave had the esfimated
honus advance paid to them on a certifi-
cate—has as yet received the benefit of the
bonus, nor will e do so until Mareh or April
next. So for the purpose of what I am say-
ing to-night I am: not taking into account the
vaue of the bonus at all. The present mar-
ket price actually paid to the gold producer
to-day is £6 1ds. 9d. per ounce, and in view
of the faet that the bonus will mean 3s. to
Ts. per oxz., it can be said that the price of
gold to-day 1s approximately £7 per oz. The
fall in the price of general commodities has
the effect of stimulating gold production.
But the credit position e¢f Australia caused a
very heavy exchange rate to fall against us,
and this and the increase in price, have in-
creased the value of gold by 58%% per cent.—
a most phenomenal sitnation.

Heon. P. Cellier: T am afraid it may not
last very long.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The in-
dications are that it will last for a consider-
able time. It is a pretty Jong story and I
need not tell it here, but the faet remains
that two countries—the United States and
France—have practically drawn into their
treasuries three parts of the world's gold
surplus. The reason for Great Britain going

[ASSEMHRLY.]

oft the gold standard wix in order to bring
back into her own coffers, or those of the
Bank of England, that which had been
guing out of the country so rapidly.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Not «n much there as
into the bhanks.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
guing to enter into a diseussion of banking
operations, hut they have done that for the
purpose of trying to rvestove gold in their
vaults, which had been depleted by the
operations of the two ¢ountries I have men-
tioned. And from my advice it looks as if
the price of gold will remain very much
above normal for many months to come.
From the point of view of the gold pro-
docer I hope it will, but from other
aspects it is just as harmful to other see-
tions of the community as it is advantageous
to the man producing gold. The only
regrettable teaturc of this phenomenal rise
in the price of gold is that it has caused
a very heavy impost against the Govern-
ments of Australia in mveting their overseas
obligations, due to the beavy exchange rate.
After all it is perhaps only that justice
which sometimes comes after injustice.
There is no guestion the gold producers,
particularly of Western Australia, suffered
a very serious injustice during the war.
Theirefore nobady will regret that they are
to-day able to obtain the advantage of the
high price of gold and of the exchange rate.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Poetic justice.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To the
man who is getting it it is, rather, good
sound prose. I am making these statements
for the purpose of trying o reach some of
those who cannot be reached by any other
method. Most members interested in gold-
fields constituencies have really a proper
appreciation of the magnitude of onr min-
eral resources, but T doubt if many
others have. Western Australia emhraces
almost one-third of the Commonwealth. Of
that huge territory something like one half
is declared a mineral area. And from recent
diseoveries to the west of Toodyay, only
some 24 miles in a direct line from Perth,
it is mow evident that we have gold spread
over the whole of the territory from within
30 miles of the west coast to the South Aus-
tralian border, and from near the southern
coastiine at Norseman, to Kimbeiley in the
North—a tremendous area that has never
been praperly prospected.
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Hon. P. Collier: Next to South Africa
we have the biggest mineral area in the
world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One of
the nost remarkable things is that even to-
day, after so0 many years of what used to
be termed close prospeeting, we are discov-
ering gold in places where it should not have
been possible to miss finding it. The Lar-
kinville nugget—the biggest piece of gold
ever found in the State—was found within
18 inches of the surface. Thousands of men
had been prospeecting in that area, and carts
had been to and fro all over it in search of
firewood. Yet that extremely large piece
of gold was discovered in the State as late
as 1931. At Southern Cross, too, almost in
the main street a new discovery was made.
That is what is happening all over the gold-
fields territory. It is an evidence of the
fact that we have not anything like pros-
pected our mineral territory. I doubt if
we have appreciated the possibilities of our
gold production. We have produced ap-
proximately £163,000,000 worth of gold.
I'hose companies which have been operating
on publicly subseribed capital have paid out
in dividends £29,000,000. I venture to say
with confidence that this represents a greater
sum than the actual eapital put into those
enterprises. In other words, they have paid
more than 100 per ecent. in dividends. It
has to be remembered that quite a number
of people have put into mines capital which
thex have not been able to get back, but
others on the other hand have put in a little
and got back a great deal, During recent
years there has nol been a big return from
the capital invested in the indusiry. The
changed circumstances, however, should war-
rant more people in finding capital to de-
velop the iudustry, Notwithstanding the
yearly deeline in the gold mining industry,
the production of gold in this State is still
more than 70 per cent. of the total pro-
duction of Australia, including the Northern
Territory, New Guinen, and New Zealand.
Our population, however, is only 614 per
cent. of that of the whole of Austratia. It
is wondertnl. whan we take into arcount the
smallness of vur population, that we should
be able to produce so large » percentage of
the total gold yield of Australia. Our gold
production has steadily declined from 1803,
our peak year. In some cases most strenun-
ous cfforts were made by Governments to
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help the indusiry, but it still kept on de-
clining. In 1926 we produced 437,343 ounces
of gold valued at £1,857,714. In 1929 we
produced 377,176 ounces of gold valued at
£1,602,14]1. In 1930 there was an inerease,
the produection being 416,369 ounces valued
at £1,768,623. This meant overtaking the
decline of the previous three years and
almost reaching the production of 1926.
The gold production, up to the end of
Octoher last, for the vear 1931 was 407,486
fine ounces, which is only 8,883 ounces
less than for the full year of 1930.
For the month of Oectober the output
was 52,742 ounces, being an inecrease
compared with the previous Qetober of
13,054 ounces. This was the highest pro-
duetion for any month of October since
1921. For the first ten months of the year
the inereased outpnt for the same period
of last vear was 66,923 ocunces. ‘Gold is
quoted on the London market to-day at over
£5 10s. an onnee, and T am taking the value
at £5 105, This, plus the exchange of £1 4s.
10d., means that the artual value of the Qe-
tober inereased produnetion was £88,005. The
value of the increased production for the
ten months of the year represented £451,171.
The average number of men engaged in
mining for gold during the last 2% venvs
was as follows:—I1n 1929, 4,108 men; in
1930 it was 4,452 men and for the six
months ended the 30th .Tune last the number
wans 5,809 men, showing an increase in that
period of 1,791 men. The average numbey
of men employed iu gold mining on the East
Coolgardie and Coolgardie goldfields dur-
ingr the same period was, in 1929, 2,072 for
East Coolgardie and 158 for Coolgardie; in
1030 there were 2,065 for East Coolgardie
and 227 for Coolgardie, and for the six
months ended the 30th June, 2,243 for East
Coolgardie and 572 for Coolgardie, which
represents a subsiantial inerease. I look for
n still further inerease in the number of
men employed in the industry in Kalgoorlie
and to a lesser extent on some of the other
goldfields, partienlarly in those distriets
where the greatey number of men are em-
ploxed by such companies as the Wiluna
and Gwalia and, to a lesser degree, at Meek-
atharra. Owing.to the recent mining agree-
ment made hetween the eompanies and the
men, provision has bheen made for a rota-
tion of holidays instead of their being taken
at one period of the vear. This should have
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the effeet of continning the mining opera-
tions and thux lead to inereased production.
Instead of the mines cloxing down and the
plant remaining idle for a fortnight, opera-
ations will he continued throughout tie vear.
The men will take their holidays in rotstion
=¢ that there should be ene twenty-+ixth more
men employed in order to keep tlie mines
and the plants in operation. There ~hould,
therefore, be a furiher increase i the num-
her of men employed in the indn<try. T
reforred to the Coolgardie goldfiecld. What
is the bigzest one piece of gold ever dis-
eovered in this State was found at Larkin-
ville in that groldfield. The Government
purchased the nugget for exhibition pur-
poses. We showed it in different placss in
this State and in the other States as well,
Tt was intended to send it te London, hut
for certain reasons advanced by the Agent
General it was decided that this was not de-
sirable. We have had a cast made so that
at any time we can have models made of the
nugget. We have already sent away one
model and other models are available if
required. Several applications bave been
made for models of this nugget. In order
to take advantage of the present favourable
market, we disposed of the Golden Eagle
Iast week. We purchased it for £5438 4s.
24d., including the bomus and we sold it for
£6,520 10s. 2d.

Hon. P. Collier: Profiteers.

Mr., Marshall: T is the only business
transaction von have ever successfully ear-
ried out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
think it is the only ome. The profit made
on the deal certainly covered the salary of
the Minister for 12 months. We yet have
the honus to get and this will amount to
£152 17=. We shall, therefore, make a profit
on the purchase and sale of the nugzet of
£1,245 3s. Tt is quite a satisfactory deal
and the monev is very acceptable to the
Treasury just now.

Mr. Marshall: T withdraw all T said about
vour business acumen.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ere this
the nugget will have been put into sover-
eigns or will be ready for export as bullion.
[ wish to refer to some recent developments
on our goldfields. In the North-East Cool-
zardie goldfield at the 32-Mile Peg on the
Trans-Australian line, there has heen an in-
teresting development, and at vnme mine a
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quartz reef has been discovered which i=
vielding 1 oz. 14 dwtx. to the ton. At Lar-
kinville the discovery of alluvial gold caused
& eonsiderable rush to the spot and apart
irom the Golden Eagle, several very fine
slugs were discovered. There are also pros-
pects of reet vold being found.  (lough and
party have opened up a guartz reet ahout
two miles away which promises to be a good
find. For 100 tons of ore treated by J.
Crawford the yield from the 2-feet wide
reef has averaged 3% ozs. to the ton. The
Sons of Gwalia mine on the Mt. Margaret
goldfield 1 now in a profitable position, It
gained a new lease of life as a result of a
loan made by the previous Government. Up
to date it has paid off £13,891 of this loan.
This will be pleasing news to my predeces-
sor, the member for Hannans, as well as
the ex-Treasuver, who so meneronsly found
the money.

Mr. Marshall: A more pleasing feature is
that the eompany have now made a new
mine of it.

The MINISTER ¥FQOR MINES: The
effect of this loan is the best evidenee of
how the Government can assist the mining
industry. I have never been very keen on
small loans from the mining development
vote of £50 or £100. Such small amounts
have very seldom got us anvwhere, and it is
never expected that they will be recovered.
Here was a company in which a large som
of money had been invested, and it had got
into difficulties. It had practically been
decided to close down the mine and serap
the plant, but not only did the loan from
the Government keep the mine goine, but it
enabled the management to make a new
mine of the proposition, for at the botfom
level the prospeets are now brighter than
they have heen for the past 15 or 20 years.

Mr. Marshall: Absolutely.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The man-
agement are so satisfied with tne sympa-
theti¢ consideration they have received that
they have now taken am interest in the
Lancefield distriet, and hope to be able to
trace eold chutes that were so wonderful in
that field many years age. This afford-
further evidence of the faith of the Sons
of Gwaglia company in the future of the
industry. In the Meekatharra aistriet im-
portant developments are taking place. The
Inghiston Consols Extended eontinues the
chief producer. On the Lady Central, in
an old shaft the management are now



[3 Novexeek, 1931.]

working on a 3-feet reef at 100 feet. This
averages about three ounces of gold to the
ton. The Enterprise mine in Kalgoorlie
has been taken over om an option by the
Broken Ilill Proprietary Ltd. The advent
of the Broken Hill Proprietary into the in-
dustry was quite unexpected. The company
goes into things in a big way, and there is
every reason to believe that they will deal
with any operation they embark upon

on a large scale, just as they have
dealt with their other wundertakings.
They have taken a working option

over the Enmterprise, and I believe pro-
pose to put in a drive at the 1,600 feet level
from the Great Boulder. They have also
taken options over leases in other places. T
am satisfied from the efforis they have
made that the Broken Hill Piy. are in
earnest. We have loaned them the Assist-
ant State Mining Engineer {Mr. Wilson)
for twelve months, with the right to his
services for another twelve months. I think
it was worth while doing that. T hope the
company will receive some benefit from his
services, and that the State will also do so.
Many companies, particularly on the Kal-
goorlie field, are to-day endeavouring to im-
prove their treatment methods. That in
no small measure is due to the persistency
of my predeeessor and the ex-Treasurer in
urging that there was only one way to
maintain the life of a mine, and that was
to enahble it to treat lower crade ores in a
more economical manner. We used to boast
that our treatment plants on the Kalgoorlie
field were the most up-to-date of any min-
ing field in the world. TUnfortunately, in
recent years we had to admit that thev had
not kept pace with the advance made in
the treatment of ove.

Hor. J. C. Willeock: They were living on
their reputation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Prob-
ahly they were. But now they have arrived
at the stage of believing those who urged
that the proper thing to do was to improve
the method of treatment as well as the min-
ing methods. The Lake View and Star have
introduced a plant which has proved most
successful in the treatment of the ore that
is being handled, and which has materially
reduced the eost of produetion. The new
plant, one unit of which is already in work-
ing order, will ultimately treat 40,000 tons
of ore per month as against the present
15,000 tons. Completed the plant will eost
about £300,000, and the saving in power
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costs alone will be in the vieinity of £23,000
a year. The Perseverance mine has also in
hand the instaliation of a bromo-cyanide
treatmient plant estimated to cost £50,000,
About this there was some doubt as to its
being as suceessful as the company antiei-
pated, but T believe I am right in saying that
from the result of investigations made by
officers of the department the plant is likely
to prove successful in treating the class of
ore at that mine. The great point is that
we have to keep in mind that the State is a
definitely interested party. Too often it is
imagined that because a person has taken
up a piece of land as a gold-mining lease,
those engaged in working it are the only
interested people. ‘The State leases the
ground from which wealth is being produced,
and the method of producing that wealth is
our concern zlso, and if we allow men to dv
what was done at the Lake View originally
—they followed a rich chute that produced
a ton of gold a month and allowed the ore
of lower values to remain behind to be re-
covered at some future time—the mining
industry will suffer.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: They did it for over
six months. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
wise Ehat the methods of treatment should
be improved so as to increase the life of the
mine and also increase ifs reserves.

Hon. P. Collier: The Lake View people
are doing good work now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Excel-
lent work. The reduction in treatment costs
must prove a benefit to mining in the State,
and it will bring into operation some of our
dormant low-grade propositions. Subject to
eapital being available, it is regarded as
worth while to do these things. From the
point of view of the British investor in gold
mining, there was never a more favourable
opportunity than that which exisis at the
present time, in that for every £1,000 that
is put into mining, it is credited in Australia
with £1,300. Surely that is an opportunity
not to be missed. IVith regard to our low-
grade propositions, too often they have been
unfavourably compared with the operations
on other mining fields where the eosts are
high, and it was helieved that the values
were not sufficient to justify the investment
of capital. Now we are beginning to ap-
preciate the fact that investment in gold
mining on proper lines is quite as safe as
an investment in any other direction, and in
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many cases, much more so. Let me illustrate
that. At Wiluna, as we kuow, the ores are
of low grade but of great magnitude and
of pretty even value, and there the oppor-
tunity for investment is as sound almost—
and perhaps T ought to say this with bated
breath—as any Qovernment stoek. By the
expenditure such as that undertaken at
Wiluna, it ean be snid that investors will get
a fair return on their capital, because it is
known what the yields there are likely to be,
and it is known also that there wiil be a sur-
plus available for distribution. There are
other propositions of a similar nature which,
subjeet to obtaining eapital and producing
en  masse, will prove profitable. On
the Croesus Proprietary 50 men are
working on tribute and they send be-
tween 1,000 and 1,200 tons a month
to the battery. At the Brown Hill
four men are working above the 500ft. level
and have obtained some highly payable
returns.  Satisfactory developments have
taken place at the North Kalgurli, expos-
ing good lengths of payable ore. Consider-
able improvements have been made on the
South Kalgurli plant, and dust from dry-
erushing mills has been reduced to a mini-
mum. Good returns have been obtained
by tributers on the Great Boulder. The
Yilgarn goldfield has had a most aective
year, and many good returns were reported.
Prospector Pearce disclosed good coarse
gold a few chains from the old Fraser’=
mine, The most remarkable thing about
that is that it was thought that the whole
of that locality had been thoroughly pros-
pected and worked out. At the North Cool-
gardie goldfield a fair number of prospec-
tors were busy during the year, and were
suceessful  in  keeping Sawyer Bros.'
mill going almost continuonsly. A rich
pillar was taken ount of the old PFrin-
cess May shaft. At the Broad Arrow gold-
field a new find at Fenbark treated a trial
parcel thai went 2 ozs. § dwts. per ton, and
a shaft sunk to 30 feet disclosed good values.
On the adjoining lease a trial parcel re-
turned 2 ozs. per ton over the plates, and
17 dwts. in the residues. I made some re-
ference to the Broken Hill Proprietary in-
terests in this State. Mr. Darling, chair-
man of the company, and Mr. Essinzton
Lewis, managing director, visited the State
recently, and went over e Tair nummber of
our goldfields. They called on me before
they left the State and told me they were
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enthusinstic about our possibilities, and
they believed that, with the adoption of up-
todate mining methods and the introduction
of eapital, it was possible to produce gold
in payable quantities in areas that had been
loocked upon as having been worked ont.
On the East Murchison goldtield, at Black
Range, there has been a mining revival and
abindoned centres like Montague and Birri-
grin are again receiving attention from
prospectors. At the Sandstone battery
some rieh returns were obtained, one of
315 ozs. from 1.5 tons, and another of 88
ozs. from 12 tons. At the Pilbara goldfield
there has also been a revival, and promising
returns have been obtained from Hall’s
(reek and from Grant's Creek. At Brock-
man five men are working altuvial, while
gold was reported in a bore hole at 200
feet on the Ruby Plains station. At Goon-
garrie, in May last, an assisted prospector
—and, by the way, he was a ininer’s
phthisis  case—diseovered a rich pocket,
187 tens vielding 187 oxs, of gold. Later
300 ozs. were dollied, and again 600 ozs.
This man and his partner have consistently
discovered some rich pateches on this field.
Just a few figures now regarding the
Wilana mine, to show the quantity treated,
the revenue and cexpenditure and the pro-
fit:—

' Expen-

1931, I Tons. *Revenue, | diture. Prollt.

£ 4 £

April ... 18,025 24,663
Aoy ... | 22,088 30,200 25,528 4,752
dune ... 24,510 38,500 28,018 10,482
July .. 25,952 36,700 31,692 5008
Aug, ... 23,279 | 34,000 10,258 3,742

¢ Including exchange preminm but not allewing
for any wold honus,

The additional expenditure on construetion
and equipment was as follows:—In May
£2.424, June £2,960, July £4,979, and Au-
zust £2,027. The Sons of (healia, Tid., ob-
tained the following results during the Sep-
temher quarter:--31,276 tons of ore milled,
8,490 tons of =ands re-treated, cost of npera-

tions  £42480, valne of wold recovered
£45,520,  The exchange premium for June
andl Tnly amonnted to €9,079, makinge a

gross profit of £12119.  And fur the first
hatl’ of this yvear a net profit of £23,664 was
macle by this ¢ompany, which a few vears
hack was on the point of closing down and
serapping its plant, In the Estimates dealing
with "ublic Utilities we provided for an esti-
mated expenditure on State batteries, and
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it will be remembered that by arrangement
it was decided the other evening, that as
the State batteries are part and parcel of
the Mines Department, the subject shonld
be discussed on the general Estimates of
the Mines Department. Since the State
batteries have been in operation we have
expended on them £414,899, and the work-
ing expenses have exceeded the revenue
earned by £184,000, It will thus be seen
that the State batteries have been a pretty
heavy drain on the Treasury, bul in view
of the fact that they have produced such
a large quantity of wealth, they may be re-
garded as having been of indireect value to
the Treasury. State baiteries are a true
reflex of the gold-mining industry insofar
as prospectors and small leaseholders are
concerned. The records kept sinee 1899, in
which year 18,806 tons of ore were treated,
show the tonnage increasing rapidly until
1906, when 95,831 tons were erushed. This
was followed by a decrease, when in 1928
the lowest level was reached at 16,274 tons
treated. The decrease was despite reduc-
tions in erushing charges, the introduction
of low-grade rebates, and cartage subsidies.
Since 1928 there has heen a substantial in-
crease, amplified last year, as the following
figures will show:—

1028, 1026, 1030, 1931 {pine months.)
Tona Tons Tons Tons
crushed. | crushed. crushed, ernghed.
16,274 20,236 20,285 10,003

There is a gratifving increase between 1928
and 1929 of 3961 fons treated. The in-
erease is more pronounced in 1929 and 1930,
the comparison shewing an inerease of 9,049
tons. I am advised that by the end of the
financial vear we shall probably reaeh the
1926 record year if prospectors continue %o
tuke ore to the batteries, as they are doing
to-day, These figures are illuminating in
view of the eriticism that has been levelled
at the Mines Department, and partienlarly
at the State Patteries Braneh, by cer-
tain people on the goidfields. In justice o
then, however, it ¢an be said that as nobody
could foresee the phenomenal rise in the
price of gold, so no one could foresee the
phenomenal increase in the production of
ore. It came on us very rapidly. We tried
to keep pace with it. We have erected 8 pew
battery at Yalgoo and we are renovating
a number of others. We have arranged with
private battery owners to treat for the public
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and have subsidised those batteries, In other
directions also we have helped the pros-
pector to get his ore treated within a rea-
sonahle time. I admit that it has not been
possible to keep pace with the demand, and
that in a small measure is due to the fact
that when the first premiom was paid last
year, everybody thought it would be the
maximum amount to be received, and every-
body wanted his ore treated at onee in order
that he might take advantage of it. That
process has heen going on. As the value of
the gold increased, so the demand on the
part of prospectors to get their ore treated
became more iusistent, their objeet being to
obtain advantage of the high price, Though
prospectors have complained of the delay,
I have not had a single line of gratitude
from a prospector whose ore was held up
for three months and who therehy gained
the advantage of the higher priee. Thou-
sands of pounds have been put into the poe-
kets of the prospectors by reason of the fact
that they were held np for three months,
but not one of them has thanked us for
having heen instrumental in his receiving a
higher price for his gold. The faults of
which a man may be capable are generally
written in large red letters, but very little
is said or written of the things that are
worth while. Durving the first nine months
of this year, there has been a further marked
inerense of 11,707 tons treated, as com-
pared with the whole of 1930. The tonnage
handled at present suggests that for the
financial year ending in June next, the
maximum tonnage of 1906 will be ap-
proached. Based on the value recovered
by amalgamation of £3 12s. per ounece, and
comparing tha first nine months of this
year with the year 1928, we get the follow-
ing encouraging results:—1928, £54,011;
1931 (first nine months), £89,443. TIneclud-
ing the estimated extractable value of tajl-
ings at £25,557, the total value of the out-
put for the first nine months of this year,
with the premium of £29,490, approxi-
mates £148,630. This is a most encourag-
mg result and, in my opinion, is a very
complete answer to those who have
complained most Dbitterly of the delay,
and have made it appear that we were ex-
erting no effort to meet the situation, Let
me say that the officers of the department
bave worked day and night to try to meet
.lhe position. They have said little about
1?, because nothing is to be gained by eon-
tinnally harping on the subject, but they
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have necessarily kept well up to the collar
in order to achieve those results.

Hon. P. Collier: A very good record.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
There has been no increase of staff, and the
officers have done the work willingly. Not a
eomplaint has been made, and no request
has been made for addifional staff. They
have met the call because they eonsidered it
their duty to do so.

Mr. Marshall: The staff at Wiluna are
greatly overworked.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That ap-
applies to the staff generally. Although we
are suffering from the depression, people on
goldfields in the main are having as good
a time as they bave bad for many years.
Yet the staff of the Mines Department has
been treated similarly to other Government
employees.  Although the Mines Depart-
ment staff are living amid prosperity, they
have to live under conditions of depression
and it is exeeedingly hard to reconcile those
facts. They are suffering seriously and are
experiencing great difficulty in carrying on,

Hon. P. Collier: You have a very capable
bead in the department.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
have.

Hon, .P. Collier: I think I appointed him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not yet suggested that the Leader of the
Opposition lacked judgment in seleeting
persons to fll responsible positions. He
was successful when he appointed the head
of the department.

Hon. P. Collier: It may have heen luck.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Batter-
ies have been erceted sinee the beziuniug of
1930 at Jimble Bar and Yalgoo. Plants
closed down and now revived and recon-
strueted include Yarri, Laverton and St.
Ives. At St. Tves we have taken over the
Vietory water supply, thus securing a suffie-
ieney of water. Ausistance bas been granted
to erect a 10-head mill at Barrambie, and a
subzidy has been offered to 2 5-head plant
at Birngrin. A H-head plant at Marda has
been placed at the disposal of a working
syndicate, and an upderstanding has been
reached with the Lalla Rookh Mine in the
Pilbara distriet fo ernsh for the public at
reasonable rates. We have sub<ilised bat-
teries as follows:-—Hunt Bros., Kalgoorlie;
Adizedonnell’s, DBullfineh; Howlett's, Dono-
van's Find: Me¢Hurh's, Mt, Vernon; Harris

We
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and Party, Birrigrin. Free crushing and
cartage subsidies have heen made gvailable
at Tuckanarra Jeased State hatterv; Kings-
wood’s, Widgiemooltha; Hunt Bros.,, Kal-
goorlie; Macdonnell’s, Bullineh: Sawyer
Bros., Menzies. It is estimated that the
subsidised batteries ave treating about 1,700
tons per month. Up to the end of July last
the State batteries have added to the gold
yvield of the State, since the date of their
inception, £6,364,028. That is evideuce of
their wortl. While on the subject of State
batteries, let me say that while they are op-
erating in an atmosphere of prosperity, they
are unfortunately controlled hy a Govern-
wmenf living in an entirely different atmos-
phere. Like ail other Govermment depart-
ments, they have had to suffer from the de-
pression. Bo far as we were able, we con-
tinued fo vender the assistance that had
been granfed in good times when money
was, comparatively spesking, easy to ob-
tain.  Now, however, we have reached a
stage when that i« impossible, The difii-
culty began to appear when I took otice,
but we have had to take steps that were
never contemplated at that time. In order
thrt there may be no misnnderstanding, let
me state definitely what we are doing re-
garding batfery charges and subsidies. In
view of the present high price of gold and
the financial stringency of the State, it has
been deeided, in liew of inereasing charges
at State batteries, to suspend the regula-
tions applieable to frec erushings and re-
bates on low-grade ore treated. Similarly,
cariape subsidies on ore delivered will be
amended. The suspension of those regula-
tions will take place on the 16th
November. In Justification of the al-
terationg, it may he explained that' the
present price of fine gmold, with the
premium added, is £6 11s, per ounce, as
against the normal value of £4 5s. per ouure.
As T have alreadv explained, with the antici-
pated bonus, it can be said that pold is worth
approximately £7 per ounee. This incrensed
price is safficient to pay the erushing charges
on ore containinz 4 dwts, of zold to the ton,
and the rebate allowances where it contains
914 dwts. of gold to the ton. Treatment of
orve of a lesser value is not justified at the
expense of the community under the pre<ent
finaneial difficulty. Cartage -ubsidies will
be reduced trom 8d. to Gd. peyr mile, and will
apply to a limited tonnage only. Thi- is in
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accordance with Clause 5 of the new regula-
tions made on the 15th October, 1930, as
follows -—

If, in the opinion of the Minister for Mines,

circumstances justify such action, the rate of
subsidy may be reduced below 8d. per ton
per mile, In exceptional circumstances the
Minigter for Mines may increase the rate of
subsidy above 8d. per ton per mile.
It is proposed to retein that clause of the
regulations, bnt “6d.” will be inserted in
lien of “8d.” With the conditions now pre-
vailing, there is no warrant for the com-
munity paying eartage subsidies on large
tonnages. Thus we propose to limit the ton-
nage upon which eartage will be paid. We
have had the spectacle of ore worth only
2 dwts. or 3 dwis. being taken to the bat-
teries from old dumps, and of its being
carted in large quantities. Also four, five
and six men have been employed taking
large tonnages to the batteries, and the cost
to us has been the maximum of 16s. per ton
for cartage. The ecartage subsidy was
granied to enable the prospector producing
small guantities of ore to get it to the bat-
tery for treatment and testing possible
values.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Before I left office I
had to stop some men who were making a
good thing with motor trucks.

Hon. P. Collier: It was only intended for
testing purposes,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; vet
some of them have been carting in 300 and
400-ton parcels. It is realised that 6d. per
ton will not pay the total cost, but it will be
a fair proportion of the cost, and that is as
mueh as can be expected at the present time.
To the end of the calendar year, 1930, the
assistance granted through State batteries
was as follows:—

Loss on working, mcludlng recon- £
struction . 1,396
Free crushings 774
Cartage subsidies 9,947
£12,117

For the first six months of this year ended
30th June last these were:—

£
Low-grade rebates .. 1,615
Frec crushings 1,151
Cartage subsidies 5,100
£7,860
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It is estimated for the next 12 months these
three items alone would have aceounted for
an expenditure of £24,000 had the conces-
sions continned. Under existing conditions
and especially in view of the high price that
gold is bringing, we are not justified in ask-
ing the general community to subsidise the
industry to that extent. It will surely be
admifted that with the value of gold, in-
cluding premium, at 58% per cent. above
normal price, such coneessions as have
hitherto been granted are not now warranted.
For the six months ended 30th June last, the
inereased price of gold meant £36,694, or
30s. 6d. per average ton of ore treated at
State batteries, or 2s. 6d. per dwt. of gold
won, and, on the estimated output for 12
months, more than double that amount. I
am not taking into aeeount the possible
bonus. The bonns was granted in much the
same way as the gratuity was granted to the
soldicrs, and it should not be taken into ac-
count in considering the value of produetion.

Mr. Marshall: You deduet 2% dwts. from
the tailings.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Because
it is not recoverable.

Hon. P. Collier: That iz an old, old griev-
ance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, it
sounds all right in theory, but if does not
work out in practice.

Hon. M. F. Troy : Omitting the bonus,
what is the value of the gold obtained?

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: The value
is £6 1ds. 9d. per ounce.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: That is net to the
producer.

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Corboy: That is for fine gold.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
at the Mint. I repeat that the figures

I have quoted do not include the gold
bonus which stands entively apart from

any other advantages the producers
have had, and which is given on all
Australian gold above normal produe-

tion, and therefore has not been taken into
consideration. It must not be forgotten
that while this premium of 58% per cent.
is to the advantage of the gold produeers,
side by side with it is the additional loss
to the Government by having to fransmit
its interest requirements on goods imported
to make up the premium the producers are
actually getting. I have referred to the
suspension of the regulation. My present
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intention is, subject to Cabinet approval,
that the suspemsion shall remain in opera-
tion so long as gold 1emains at a value of
£6 per ounce or more. When it falls below
tlint figure, taking into aeccount the pre-
mium which includes the exehange, I shall
reconstder the question of re-introducing the
subsidies.

Hon. P. Collier: Will you not have to
make a regulation suspending the other re-
eulation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. In
actual practice it is not done by regulation.
Hon. P. Collier: I know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
cireumstances T think it will be admitted
that there is an unanswerable case for the
State not providing something from its
Tevenue or other sources to pay to those
who are doing better than any other sec.
tion of the community. While we ecan and
do boast of our gold production, we must
not lose sight of the fact than in producing
gold we are giving up the lives of healthy,
strong, virile men. I do not wish to strike
anything in the nature of a diseordant note,
but I de wish to say that under existing
conditions in particular it ought to be pos-
sible to call upon those who are reaping
the advantage of this wonderful wealth to
extend some further consideration te the
men who give np bealth or life in produe-
ing gold. The matter is not easy to handle,
l assure the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) in patticular. T do not want
to do anything in 2 hwmry. I wish to find
a hasis acceptuble to evervhody, T wish
the ecommunity to aecept its share of the
responsibility, and the mining companies to
neeept their sharve, and, as far as may be
warranted, probably the men too. We have
to review the whole ¢uestion. The position
to-day is that the Goverhment are to some
extent eompelling men to remain in the in-
dustry and thus reach a stage when it will
not be pessible for them to live for any
length of time. T lope it will be possible
to take advantage of the present favourable
conditions to amend our legislation so as
to provide that =omething shall be done to
save the lives of hundreds or perhaps thons-
ands of men far a number of years. Of
econrse no one lives for ever, hut there is
no reason to compel men to die prema-
turely.  That  unfortunately happens at
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the present time. 1 assure my friends
opposite  that on this question I
have not the slightest party feeling.
The question is quite above party, and it
shonld be. It is a question affecting the
lives of members of the community. T
hope that when eventually legislation is
introduced, it will be accepted on the basis
that it represents the right thing to do; and
I trust that there will be nothing in the
nature of party quibbling over it.

Hon. P. Collier: I am very glad that
vou have altered the first decision to make
the emergency legislation apply to the
miners’ phthisis cases.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
an instance in point. While everybody sur-
rounding these men was living in a condi-
tion of prosperity, the poor fellows them-
selves and their families were not in any
better position. However, we were able to
persuade the Treasurer, who I should re-
mark to his credit, is standing up under
a heavy burden, to accept the responsibility
of maintaining the original payments.

Mr. Kenneally: Does not the same thing
apply to publi¢ servants living on the gold-
fields ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
metnber cannot eompare any public servants
with the men who have been compelled to
leave the mining industry for health rea-
soDns.

Mr. Kenneally: T thought the Minister
was referring to members of the Publie
Service in the mining industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. Any-
how, I do not wish to enter into that phase.
[ have here the latest figures of ¢ompensa-
tion paid to men withdrawn from the min-
ing industry—

Mine Workers' Relief Fund, estab- £

lished Februvary, 1015 . 023,373
Miners' Phthisis, vqtnhh:hed .Tun(',
1925 227,476
Waorkers' (‘ompensﬂtlon, established
Jone, 1926 .. .. . 23,207
£474,056

From the three sources mentioned no fess
than £474,056 has been paid by way of
compensation—a melancholy evidence of
the inroads which mining makes upon the
health of the men in this State. I have
not touched upon the actual expenditure
shown in these estimates, because that has
not varied. Let me =say again that the sin-
cerity and willingness of the staff of the
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Mines Department are proved by their suc-
cessful efforts to meet the sudden demand
made upon them because of the rapid in-
crease in mining activities here. In the
Mines Department we have a fine body of
public servants, who are out to do their
besi for those engaged in the industry
as well as for the State as a whole.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Hannans)
[6.8): I am indeed pleased to have heard
the Minister’s statement regarding the buoy-
aney of the gold-mining industry of West-
ern Anstralia. There is no gainsaying the
faet that in every gold-producing ecuntry
of the world the indusiry revives whenever
a erisis or a depression oecurs, beeause in
those circumstances there is an increased
price obtainable for gold. There can be no
question as to the improvement of the in-
dustry in Awustralia. As the Minister has
said, the improvement is due to many causes.
In my opinion, the priocipal eause has been
the granting by the Federal Government of
a honus on increased produetion of gold.
Federal Governments have been freely eriti-
cised for the granting of bonuses in varions
directions; but I undertake to say that if all
bonnses were granted under the same eondi-
tions as the gold bonus, ne reasonnble man
would take exception to them.  Western
Anstralia asked for a bonus of £1 per oz,
on all gold. Had the Federal Government
acceded to that request at the outset, they
wonld have shown a profit of £500,000, be-
sides paying the bonus of £1 per oz on all
gold produeed, and any inerease in the price
of gold or in the premium on the sale of
gold would have become the property of the
Federal Government. As I have said, the
Federal Government refused that proposal,
but eventuzlly agreed to pay a bonus of £1
per ounce on the inereased productiom of
gold over the average of the last three years.
I hope that the method adopted for the
granting of the gold bonus will also be
adopted in conneetion with any new bonuses,
if new bonuses are ever granted. The Min-
ister has dealt fully with the figures of gold
production in Western Australia, and has
also given figmres relating to the State
batteries. Ontside gold-mining cireles there
has been a good deal of eriticism of the ex-
penditure on State batteries. Within the
last six months there have appeared in the
Press of this State letters eriticising not only
the present Minister for Mines but all pre-
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vious Ministers for Mines, on account of
alleged wasteful expenditure on State bat-
teries. That criticism comes from someone
who knows nothing about gold mining. 1
think it only fair to say that on the facts
and figures adduced by the Minister to-day,
the expenditure on State batteries sbsolutely
justifies itself. Although there may be an
apparent loss on a cash balance, the expen-
diture has been produetive of immense bene-
fits to the State as a whole. The Minister
also gave partieulars of the amount of the
gold preminm by way of exchange. T shall
not diseuss the exchange position at anv
length. It would nof be wise to do so, seeing
that there is an appeal to the Privy Council
from a decision given by the Snpreme Cowrt
of Western Australia. Though a few ounces
of the recent pold ontput may have been pro-
duced without the aid of tributers, at least
90 per cent. of the gold has been won by
tributers, and would never have been won
hy the mining companies. Therefore T
firmly believe that this State was wise in
amending its legislation so as to give 50 per
cent. of the benefit of the premium to the
tributer, the actual producer, and net to the
leaseholder. A favourable judgment has
been obtained by the tributers in the eourts
here, and the mining companies have ap-
pealed to the Privy Couneil. T cannot think
on what ground they are appealing, and T
firmly believe that the appeal will fail. It
has been asserted that the tributers got all
the benefit without sinking shafts or doing
ilevelopmental work, the whole cost of which
is horne by the companies. It is asserted
that the tributer simply walks in afterwards,
gets a erushing and makes a good profit.
Of course that is not so.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I am not going to
say much more on these Estimates, but there
are one or two questions I should like to
put to the Minister. I think everyore whe
takes an interest in mining in this State
will be pleased to know that the Broken
Hill Proprietary pecple are concerning
themselves at last about gold mining. If
any company deserves encouragement at all
it is this company, for they will certainly
put a considerable amount of capital into
shows in Western Australia. Also, in re-
pect of the Gwalin Mine, I am pleased that
1 was able to render the company assistance
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v give them a chance to pick up their lode
again, The Minister has been kind, and in
some respects generous, in his references to
me In connection with the lean of £68,000
to the Gwalia Company, but if there is any
great vredit due to anybody it is due rather
to the olticers of the department than to me,
Jefore I agreed to lend any money to the
Gwaliz Company [ got Mr, Howe, the State
Mining Engineer, and Mr. Wilson, the As-
*i-tunt Mining Enpgineer, torether with M.
Eilatehtord, the peologist, to go up to Gwalia
and make an inspeetion.  They were of the
opinion that if the Gwalia Company were
tn eross-cut from the 2,400 ft. level in a
certain direction they would have a very
good chance of picking up the South Gwalia
lode, On their recommendation the com-
pany undertook the work, and also at the
223000 and 2,600 levels, and in each instance
they picked up the lode. In may opinion
the Gwalia Mine is a sounder and better pro-
pesition to-day than ever hefore. There is,
of course, a chanee thnt the company will
have to sink a new shaft eventually, bur
even so they have in the development suffi-
cient encouragement to warrant the expen-
ditnre.

Mr. H. W. Mann: What distanee have
they to convey the ore?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: They have to con-
vey it a fair distance, but that is nothing.
Without the new shaft at every level they
have to drive 1,000 feet to bring the stuff
o the existing zhaft. T was pleased to have
an opportunity to assist a company that
had as manager Mr, Edqnist. With my ex-
perience in mining, and as Minister for
Mines, T thought at the time T made that
loan to the Gwalin Company that there was
un other mine manager in Western Aus-
tralia erual to Mr. Edquist. Te knew more
about his work than did any other man in
a similar position with whom T had had
dealings.

Mr. Marshall: T worked under him for
vears, and T can confinrm what yon say.

ITon. .J. Cunningham: Why this diserim-
ination?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: Because it is
neressary. To-day we have two other mana-
zers in Western Anstralia equal perhaps to
Alr. Edauist, but at that time we had none.
T know the diffieulty the (Government have
had, through lack of money, in assisting
prospectors. However, the resnlts given by
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those who have had assistance have justified
it. The Government are doing all they can.
Where they cannut give assistance to pros-
peetors, they are providing tools for any
man who desires to go out and give a show
a trial. [ made lLalf » dosen or more re-
iests to the Mines Depaitment during this
finaneial year for assisturce or touls for
prospeetors, and was not turned down in
any assistance, There is one matter I wish
lo mention to the Minister. For years we
liave had workmen’s inspectors. At one {ime
we had four. With the revival that has
taken place in the industry, at present we
have only two to cover the enormous area,
and to make things worse, one of those is
taking his long service leave. So at present
we have but one workmen’s inspeector. I
hope the Minister will, if possible, appoint
a workmen’s inspector in place of the one
away on long service leave, even if he can-
not appoint another man permanently.
Under existing conditions there is ample
room for the constant employment of three
workmen's inspectors. When first these
workmen’s inspectors were suggested, it
was said they would be only another irri-
tation to the companies. I did not bhe-
lieve that. To-day T helieve that the
mere Taet of having had the workmen’s
ingpectors in the mines has led fo
a bhetter understanding Dbetween the men
and the management. Certainly workmen's
inspectors have fully justified their exist-
enee, vet at present we have only one to
cover the whole State, The Minister says
he has no money. But in my opinion there
is some money the Minister ecould get which
has heen paid by the industry in this State.
Tt is not fair to charge the industry what
we are charging, nor to charge the general
public what they have to pay when such
services are being pald for by the com-
panies, The Estimafes show a 19 redume-
tion from last year. Then at the bottom of
the page we have a reference to miners’
phthisis. I want the Minister to explain
those figures.

The Minister for Mines:
right.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I hope they are.
But this is the way it strikes me: The Es-
timates show Mines, Council of Industrial
Development, State Labour Bureau—uall
controlled by the Minister. The fotal exz-
penditure in 1929-30 was £109,108, and the
total estimated expenditure for this year is

They are all
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£107,154, which is a decrease of £2551, or
1.9 per eent. Then, not only that, we get
“Decrease as compared with 1930, 1.9 per
cent.” Then we gel “Miners’ phthisis com-
pensation 1929-30, amount paid £47,213,
amount estimated this year £59,000, or an
increase of £11,789." Yet at the foot of
that there is stated, “Net decrease 22.2 per
cent.”

The Minister for Mines: That is for the
purpose of comparison with 1929.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: It is not a com-
parison with that year, and the figures do
nof prove it. To get at those figures let us
find out what has heen done. The Govern-
ment say they are doing that for the pur-
pose of showing a comparison between 1930
and the eurrent year. The expenditure in
1929-30 was £47,213. They have deducted
that from the total expenditure of the Mines
Department,. Why have they done that?
Beacause it is miners’ phthisis payment, paid
for compensation under the Miners
Phthisis Act. If there is a balance left
after deducting the £27,000 against the
miners’ phthisis payment, what does the
balance represent? Does it represent =a
double expenditure in the Mines Depart-
ment, less the amount of compensation?
There is no yuestion about that, The totsl
amount spent in 1928-1930 was £61,895 for
the Mines Department Vote, less the
£47,000 for miners’ compensation, If there
is a balance, it is the balance that was ex-
pended on the mining industry. Then this
vear, it is set out that the expenditure on
miners’ phthisis is to be £59,000, and that
is deduoeted from the total Vote again, which
hrings the Vote down to £48,154 for min-
ing expenditure, as against £61,213 in 1929-
30.

The Minister for Mines: The reason is
that the expenditure under the Miners’
Phthisis Aet is shown on the Estimates bui
not included for the purposes of the Finan-
cial Emergency Aet. So it has to be de-
ducted.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Thkat explana-
tion is not eorreet.

The Minister for Mines: In the £101,679
shown against Mines, is included £59,000
for miners’ phthisis payments. The miners’
phthisis compensation is taken out for each
vear, and the difference shows 22.2 ner cent.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, as a reduc-
fion in the mining expenditure.

[24]
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The Minister for Mines: It is included
there because it is not subjeet to the Finan-
cial Emergency Act. |

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: T have an idea
why they are making these deductions, but I
say these Estimates are misleading, for they
definitely show that, as compared with 1929-
30, there is a reduction on the mining Vote
equal to 1.9 per cent.

The Minister for Mines: That is not quite
right. If you exclude the miners’ phthisis
payments for both years, you will find these
figures at the bottom are actually expendi-
ture on mines alone.

Hon, 5. W. MUNSIE: Well, why is it
not shown as a reduection in the miners’
phthisis payment?

The Minister for Mines:
duction.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE:

The Minister for Mines:
inerease.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: But we get it
here, “miners’ phthisis compensation, de-
crease 22.2 per ceent.”

The Minister for Mines: These awounts
are deducted because of the Financial Emer-
gency Act. This shows the reduction on the
mines,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No. This shows a
reduetion in the miners’ phthisis payments.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Well, why is it put
in twice?

The Minister for Mines: It is in accord-
ance with the resolutions of the Premiers’
Conference. This is a payment not subject
to the 22% per cent. reduction. The result
is, it is deducted in each case.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Then it is a redue-
tion in the mines expenditure, not in the
miners’ phthisis expenditure,

The Minister for Mines: No, it is an in-
crease.

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: Well, it is shown
here as a decrease.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE : The Minister's
statement in introducing the KEstimates
proved that it is worth while to assist the
mining industry in this State. I am sorry
to see the Government have been eompelled,
through stress of finance, to eut out alto-
gether the amount that used to be on the
Estimates for the purpose of supplying
cheap water for the mines. The department
apparently feels that with the increased

It is not a ve-

I say it is.
No. It is 2u
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value of gold, the mines are able to bear this
cost themselves. That may be so. But what
Y would point out is that the general tax-
payer has paid in compensation to those who
have been taken out of the mines, £227,000.
On top of that, iu five years we have charged
the mining industry £167,843 in premiums
under the Third Schedule of the Workers’
Compensation Act. That is, the total ex-
penditure, not only for claims made, but for
medical expenses as well, is £23,198 7s. 114,
leaving a eredit balance of £144,644 13s 1d.
It is certainly not fair to ask the general
taxpayer to pay on behalf of the mining in-
dustry in compensation for those who have
been taken out of the industry, an amount
of £227,000, and then compel the mining in-
dustry to pay £4 10s. per cent. premimwmm
on the Third Schedule, and show a profit
on that of £144,644.

The Minister for Works: It is remarkable
that the insurance companies will not take
it on at that price.

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: If the insurance
companies knew that the Government were
not going to amend the Act, but were still
going to take on the responsibility, as far as
the general taxpayer is concerned, to com-
pensate every man found suffering from
tuberculosis, the companies would rush it at
£2 per cent. and would show a bandsome pro-
fit. But at present we are charging the mines
£4 10s, per cent., and they have no claims. In
my opinion that is not fair. The public has
to pay, and on top of that we ask the
ecompanies to pile np another surplus of
£144,644. The Minister said to-night he
could not give a definite answer, but if
passible he was going to introduce an amend-
ment to the Miners’ Phthisis Aet this session.
It is a big job and it will be diffieult to
please everybody. But, I do not care by
what method he does it, it is not fair to the
general taxpayer to make him find £227,000,
and on top of that make the mines find
£167,000 for the State Insurance Office to
make a profit of £144,644. That is what
has happened. There have been bitter com-
plaints of having to pay £4 10s. per cent.
when £1 per cent. would more than cover it.
Still, we have had to pay £4 10s. per cent.
from the commencement, and the eompanies
stated they would lose half a million a year
if they tock it on. The Auditor General’s
report, on page 56, gives all these figures,
the amount paid each year and the elaims,
including medical expenses. The administra-
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tion cost has amounted to £12,000 odd dur-
ing the five years, and by the mere fact of
their having this surplus and putting it into
the State Savings Bank, the interest amounts
to over £10,000. In other words they have
nearly paid the total administration costs
from the interest received on the money de-
posited in the State Savings Bank.

The Minister for Works: That was only
five per cent.

Hon. 8§, W. MUNSIE: The position re-
quires looking inte. While at present the
mines should be able to pay the amount, in
my opinion a fair percentage of that money
should go to relieve the general taxpaver of
portion of the £227,000.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Do you not know that
the Treasury utilises that insurance money?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSYE: I have been try-
ing to find out. 1 know there was £10,000
voied to that fund as econrpensation for the
Treasury paying £227,000; there was a re-
eoup of £10,000 from the State Tnsurance
Office to assist in paying those premiums.
But even with that £10,000, there-is still
£134,000 there. There would have been a
how! from uny other indusiry in the State
if they had been charged premiums which
would build up such a fund in six years and
show a profit of £144,644, but 1t being the
mining industry, of course they sat down
and said little or oothing. The Minister
ghould use some of thai vuoney in order to
give further assistance to the mining in-
dostry. The individual tributer has to payv
9s. a week to insure himself. The (Govern-
ment are all the time talking about assist-
ing the gold mining industry. Thar protit
of £134,000 should still be in the fund, and,
according to the Auditor General's report,
it is now shown as a eredit.

The Minister for Works: Some of it is
in the Savings Bank, bearing interest.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: That leaves no
money with which to assist the gold-mining
industry. The Government should see that
some of it is used to assist in reviving the
industry. The State office has been car-
ried on, has shown a fair profit and taken
ell the risks. I know that some negotia-
tions have heen going on with the Minister
in connection with the Lake View and Star
mine, and cutting oui the water charges,
I hope the Minister has reconsidered
his first decision and that he has seen his
way to giving them some coneession. When
it was decided to cut ont the chrap water
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altogether, other mines on the Eastern
Goldfields “wvere siiil gutting the same con-
cession because they were getting it for
sluieing purposes. The tofal quantity of
water taken by the Lake Viow and Star
was eventually used for the same purpose.
Because o1 the agre:smiat that was made,
they got nothing and had to pay the full
price on all th»y used. 1 do not Know
whether the Government have yet done
anything. T admit the company is a wealthy
ong, but if there is any enterprise in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder tkat for the last 15 or
20 years has done much for the distriet, it
is this particular company. ‘They have
spent enormous sumns of money, employed
large numbers of men, and have been the
best employers of labour. The Government
should give every encouragemeri to them
in the interests of gold prodnetion, and all
those who are engaged in the mining -
dustry. [ understand the Goverament are
cutting out the cost of water for sluicing.
The Lake View and Star are changing over
their plant from the dry-crushing principle
to oil flotation. The quantity of water
used is equal to that which should be nsed
in the ordinary sluicing methods. I hope
the Government will see thut the company
receive some slight concession.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet)
{8.3]: I am happy to say the Minister for
Mines paid the House the compliment of
making a full statement regarding the gold-
mining industry. We are obliged to him
for it. This is an industry with which the
majority of members have had something
to do in one way or another. Not only
does that apply to those sitting on this
side of the House representing gold-mining
constitueneies, but it applies to members
sitting opposite, most of whom have at
some time or other been associated with
gold mining activities. During the last
twelve months there has been very great
activity in the industry. Hundreds, if not
thousands, of men have gone into it. I
suppose the population of the gold-mining
areas and constituencies has inereased by
at least 20 per cent. Tt certainly has done
so in my electorate. This increase is due
to the return to the industry of a number
of men who were formerly employed in it,
and to the fact that new people have come
into it in the hope of making a living. Great
enconragement has been given by the fact
that gold now brings £6 14s. 9d. per ounce.
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The price of gold is better fe-Cav thaun it
has ever been in the history of Australia.
I do not remember that it has ever before
reached its present value. 1 hope this will
continue, but one can never tell. We are
ton far removed from the causes of the
economie situation to foretell what may
happen within the next few months. I
have been interested in prospectors ever
since I came to Western Australia. Whilst
I was Minister for Mines I realised that
the prospector was fhe basis of the in-
dustry, and always did my best to assist
him. I am sanguine that if any new mines
are to be discovered, they will be discovered
only by prospeetors. They are the foundation
of the industry. Before a mine is taken
over by a company, it must be discovered,
worked and developed. Without the pros-
pector there is no possibility of any pro-
gress being made in the industry beyond
what occurs now. The Minister gave us
facts with regard to State batteries. 1 am
2lad to know that these batteries are more
active than they have been for many vears.
For a long time, when the industry was in
the doldrums, the prospector was having
anything but a happy time. My regret is
that the Government have not seized the
magnificent opportunity now offering. 1
wish to express my gratitude fo the Minis-
t¢  tor erecting a battery at Yalgoo.
This gives about 100 prospectors an oppor-
tunity they did not enjoy before. When
gold is so valuable as it is now, prospectors
should be assisted to develop the industry.
I am sorry to hear from the Minister that
he proposes to suspend the carting subsidv.
I understood him to say he was suspend-
ing the rebate.

The Minister for Mines: I am reducing
the amount from 8d. per mile to 6d. per
mile.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It used to be 1s. per
ton per mile outside a radins of five miles,
and now it has been reduced to 64d.

The Minister for Mines: You heard what
the memb~~ far Hannars =aid he found.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Most of the things
T found when Minister were what my offi-
cers told me. T am sanguine that whilst
sdventage may be taken of the facilities
offering in every industry, the carting conces-
sion v ~at ghaend dn ar-- apent nvtent in
the gold-mining industry. I am closely in
contact with the State battery system. I
do mnot know any cases of prospee-
tors who are carting ore merely to get the
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subsidy. The unfortunate thing is that
officials piek upon such cascs in order to
bring a eharge against the whole industry.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
kind.

Hon. M, F. TROY:
the privilege was abused,

The Minister for Mines: Y did not give
that as a ground for readjustment. I gave
the value of the product as the ground for
the readjustment.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Those are not the real
grounds. The grounds are that the Minis-
ter has not the money that was provided
in earlier years, That is the most natural
ground in the circumstances.

The Minister for Mines: Side by side
with the value of the produet.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister has
erred in his judgment, Gold has ap-
preciated in value, and hundreds of pros-
pectors are endeavouring to find it, but
many are only making a hare living. With
gold at its present value it is possible to
make a low-grade show pay. Hundreds of
men are working un 2 or 3 dwt. ore which
could not be worked but for the present
high price of gold. These people wonld
he severely bandicapped if the Minister re-
duced the earting subsidy. It would mean
that the properties wounld not be worked,
although they would be worked as long as
the men could make a living out of them.
The Minister said the prospector was doing
as well ag any other worker. I admit some
of therp are doing pretty well, but there are
hundreds of others who are noft making a
satisfactory living.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: Many of them are
getting nothing at all.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Speaking from per-
sonal knowledge, I can say some prospec-
tors have not bhad a crushing for several
years. I know of one man who put £5,000
back into the industry, and he has not had
a erushing for five years. He has now spent
all his money. He is not growling but is
still pegging along. I do not know any
body of people in Australia who make less
azitation about theiv position than the pros-
pectors.  They are the most independent
men I know of. They do not expect a re-
turn every month, and often do not get it
over a stretch of years, but they hang on
te the industry and live on the smell of an
oil rag. Many of them get only kaugacos,
damper and a little bacon to eat. The
countey should encourage such people for

I never found that
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it badly needs them. I cannot coneeive why
any Government should neglect them, and
yet give sustenance to the fullest extent to
people who wonld not walk outside the ecity
boundary to look for a job. That has al-
ways been a matter of great concern to me.
The Government discourage the independ-
ent, useful industrious section of the com-
munity, and attend to the wants of people
who have never given much in the way of
service to the country and are not likely to
do so in the future. I have no objection
to persons being helped as far as eircum-
stances will permit, but no Govermment can
be justified in giving the resources of the
country to one section of the community and
scant consideration to others. I should be
glad to think that the prospectors were do-
ing so well that they did not reguire assist-
ance, but I am afraid that is not so on the
part of many of them. Some of them
started in the industry in the early nineties
and are stili working in it. They have their
good times and their bad times.  Surely
when they are in diffienlties they are entitled
to as much help as is given to anyone else.
The Government are giving sustenance to
thousands of people in the closely settled
arens, snstenance that runs into hundreds
of thousands of pounds. They are housing
people and otherwise providing for them.
We have spent weeks passing legislation to
assist them. The Government are giv-

ing sustenance to farmers to keep
them on  the land, and are sup-
plving  sustenance to group  settlers,

Lote .aimster Las piaved people on aban-
doned group holdings and is paying them
sustenance, Those people ean nlso grow a
little produce for their own needs. Sus-
tenanee and help are being given in many
divections, but not to this seetion—a very
industrions, deserving and enterprising see-
tion. I do not wish to be hostile to the
Minister, but I wish to point cut faets, and
the facts are that the (Government are not
acting equitahly if they granf consideration
to one section and not to another section.
The Minister will admit that no prospeetor
in this eountry is receiving one penny of
help by way of sustenance. T helieve that
the Minister has a very sympathetie interest
in the industry. In several instonees he
has given me considerable Lelp, but he does
not give sustenance to prospectors presum-
ably becanse the Government do not get the
votes of those people. The Government
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should grant assistance all round. 1 haveno
objection to their granting assistance to the
farmers or to anyone else in need, but there
is no equity in denying it to an important
aeetion who are equally deserving. I know
hundreds of deserving prospectors, and in my
opinion they are the salt of the earth. They
ask for little, and yet they are doing a great
work for this country, When gold is so
valuable, it is extraordinary that thousands
of men are not assisted to produce gold,
which is so vital to the needs of the eountry
at the present time. Here is an opportunity
for the Minister. Just imagine the Gov-
ernment spending £12000 on building a
road o the Yanchep Caves, and then making
cuts in the assistance granted to the mining
industry!

The Minister for Mines: A cave is not
unlike a mine,

Mr. Thorn: There are six miners working
out there now.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is a wise
retort! What has that to do with
assisting the mining industry? Is it

suggested that we shonld employ the miners
on building palaces in Perth and roads to
recreation resorts? That is a splendid way
to help the country! Shall we pursue it?

Mr. Bampson: It is time those resoris
were opened up. The country has sat back
too long.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are get-
ting away from the Mines Estimates.

Hon. M. . TROY : T do not know whether
the hon. member represents that part of
the State, but if he does, it will always be
backward while he repregents it. I ecan-
not conceive of the wisdem of building a
road to the Yaonchep Caves at a cost of
£12,000 snd at the same time cntting down
the facilities and help to men in an industry
who are keeping the back eountry open and
building it ap. I do not suppose the Minis-
ter for Mines is responsible for the expendi-
ture on that road. Still it should be remem-
bered that the prospectors are the frontier
men of this country, and thev should not
be dropped in the interests of the people of
the metropolitan area. Did I understand
the Minister to sav that he also intended to
abolish free erushings? T hope that will
not be done, either. Tt iz a facility that
ought not to be denied the prospectors.
The Minister took pains to tell the Com-
mittee the losses on the State battery svstem.
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Has not there been considerable loss on
the railway system, on the Wyndham Meat
works, on the Fremantle freezing works, on
agriculture, on group seitlement and on
carrying superphosphate over the railways?
Yet he commetits on the loss on a facility
that has done much to help the development
of the eountry. I admit that the State bat-
tery system has shown a loss and I believe
it will continue to show a loss, but if the
system were abolished, the interests of the
prospectors would be sacrificed. They have
confidence in the management of the State
batteries. There are some private batteries
that enjoy the fullest ronfidence of the pros-
pectors, but the men engaged on the State
battery system have won the confidence of
the prospectors, and deservedly so. The
Minister has a fine body of men. They give
very good service; they have to be very
tactful, honest and straightforward. The
Minister is lucky to have the right type of
men. They have a ve'v diffienlt task fo
perform, and they perform it very well in-
deed. I hope the Minister will give further
consideration to the carting subsidy. He
knows what a help it has been to men re-
moved 40 or 50 miles from a batlery.
The industry has heen greatly helped
in that respest. Let me now say a few words
about mining reservations. The department
have given to individuals areas of country
as mining reservations for the purpose of
enabling those people to raise capital on
them. In the conditions of the reserva-
tion there is a proviso that the lessee must
employ a certain amount of labour. So far
as I know there has not been a single case
in which such labour has been employed.
The reservation has been granted, but the
conditions have been entirely ignored. [
point out to the Minister and to the Com-
mittee that many of the reservations granted
are not suitable propositions on which to
raise capital. I do not think the lessees will
have a chanee of raising a penny of capital
on many of them. Such reservations should
be given with very great caution, particu-
larly at the present time when men are pre-
pared to work them. If a reservation is
given for the purpose of enabling eapital to
e raised, a time limit should be imposed.
The gentleman who mostly gets such reser-
vations is Mr, well, T will not mention
his name, but he operates nnder the names
of different companies. It should be fuite
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a reasonable eondition that if, within 12
months of receiving the reservation, he can-
not raise the neecessary capital, the veserva-
tion should lapse. Certainly this State was
greatly benefited by the raising of eapital
to develop Wiluna, but I do not think there
is much hope of raising capital now, either
here or abroad. There might have been an
opportunity to raise capital in England but
for the difficulties that have occurred there
as well as here. We shall not be able to get
much eapital until the values of the produets
of our industries increase. If wool, wheat
and other products commanded euhanced
values to-morrow and gold remained at the
present price, I am sure there would be a
fair amount of money available for invest-
ment in the mining indsutry. I join with
the member for Hannans (Hon. 8. W.
Munsie} in drawing the Minister's attention
to the need for appointing an additional
workmen’s inspector, Until recently there
were four operating in this State, one on
the Murchison, one on the Mt. Margaret
goldfield, and two on the Eastern goldfields.
One of the workmen’s inspectors on the
Eastern goldfields iz on leave and only one
man is available to cope with the work.
The workmen’s inspectors have done their
work well. They have proved valuable
men as well as tactful men. They have
not embarrassed either the industry or
the management. In fact, from what I
have heard, mine managers welcome the
workmen’s inspector as heing a link be-
tween the manager and the men employed
in the industry. I think the Minister would
be doing right if he appointed another work-
men’s inspeetor. Mr. I’ Arey is the only onc
on the Eastern goldfields. If those inspee-
tors had not been an aid to the industry, we
could not urge the appointment of another
one, but they have been a distinet mid. In
my opinion they have been just as valuable
as any other mining inspeetor. 1 suggest that
they know as much of what is required and
in some respeets their knowledge is prob-
ably superior. I am very glad that gold is
commanding sueh a high price, and I hope
it will continne to do so., There has been
considerable aetivity in the industry during
the last 12 months, Owing to the depressed
conditions elsewhere I helieve the population
on the goldfields has increased by 20 per
cent. Hundreds of men have gone from
Perth and Fremantle and even from the
farming districts to engage in prospecting.
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I have been struck with the number of
farmers who have returned to the goldfields
and have taken their wives and families with
them. Now that geld is bringing a high
price, let us get to work and help those
people to obiain it. The Minister has given
me some concessions, and the exeeptions T
have taken to-night have been taken because
I consider it proper to ventilate such griev-
ances in the interest of the goldfields. We
do not know how long gold will remain
at its present value, The Minister said the
present price was due to the accumulation of
gold in France and America. 1 know there
are countries which have no great quantities
of gold. We never know when circumstances
will undergo a change. The accumulation of
gold in America and France is not so mueh
due to the action of the Governments of
those ecountries, but to the faet that the peo-
ple in other countries have deeided to invest
their money there. Ameriea and France are
both looked upon as a safe place for the in-
vestment of money. It is probable that
England may soon be regarded as a coun-
try in which it is safest to make invest-
ments, Whilst gold is at its present value I
hope the department will remain very active,
I am particularly concerned about the State
battery system. T should like to see all the
batteries operating full time. It may be
embarrassing for the Minister to find the
money required, but it ought to be found if
possible. I should like to say a word of
commendation for the Acting Superinten-
dent of State Batteries. I have heen rather
surprised and gratified at the work he has
done. We appreciate the manner in which
the Minister has hrought down his Esti-
mates, All T ask is that he shall impress
npon the Government the neecessity for giv-
ing the same help to the gold mining indus-
try as is being given to our other industries.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [832]:
The position of the geld mining industry as
disclosed by the Minister is brighter than it
has been since T first hecame a member of
this Chamber. The increase in the produe-
tion of gold is most gratifving and the out-
look for the industry has certainlty improved.
It is clear from the remarks of the Minister
that the depression which hus enshrouded the
industry is showing signs of lifting. With-
out reflecting upon any other department, I
wish to say that the Mines Department is to
be commended for the efficiency of its offi-
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cers. They are ohliging and always willing
to assist. No matter in what sphere their
work may lie, they seem to understand how
to discharge their duties. It is a very rare
thing for an officer to be unable to answer
any questions that may be put to him. They
have certainly alweys given every considera-
tion to any proposals I may have put before
them. The Minister, too, has been fairly
generous, and has given consideration to
anything I have put before him. He has
alweys treated the industry liberally. Dur-
ing the last two years, owing to the lack of
funds, he has been unable to do what he
wonld like for the industry. T have a few
grievances of a parochial character to bring
forward. In some cases the Minister has
been a little over-generous to certain indi-
viduals. In that, he has acted in a way that
is detrimental to the welfare of the industry.
It does not pay for the Minister continually
to lend & generous ear to those who may be
termed fairly good tale spinners. That,
however, seems to have been the ecase, Sev-
eral individuals have heen successful, owing
to the manner in which they have presented
their cases, in securing big concessions.
Their assertions, however, have not been
borne out by future events. I refer particu-
larly to the continual exemptions that have
been granted in the case of the Big Bell leuse
at Cue. Two years ago I made investiga-
tions in the department to find out what was
being done. I think the member for Han-
nans was the Minister at the time when
arrangements were made for the protection
of the Big Bell leases. The lessee con-
tended that he could bring about half a
million of capital into the couniry and
develop the property. TFrom then up to
now many exemptions have been granted,
on the plea that the lessee is on the verge
of getting the money, which, however, has
not arrived. I do not know that a pros-
pector could make mueh of a living out
of the lease, although at the present price
of gold he might do so. It is not right that
the department should give concessions to
an individual year after year without his
giving some proof of his bona fides, Last
March 12 months I inquired when the lease
would be worked. I was informed by the
department that a diamond drill or two
were on the way out from England, and
that money would shortly be forthcoming
to start boring operations, It was also said
ihat the lessee was to arrive that month.
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As it happened, neither the drills, the money
nor the lessee arrived, and the ground is
still held up. Although there may he some
reason for granting concessions to individ-
vals who ean furnish large sums of money,
jt is not right that they should be granted
over a long period o persons who cannot
justify the extension of such privileges to
them. Around this lease is a piece of
ground six miles square, which was reserved
by the Government whilst they were assist-
ing in boring operations on the lease, Al-
though the lessee of the Big Bell has failed
dismally to deliver the goods, the reserve
still exists. Gold has been found upon it
and certain prospectors desire to work it,
but are unable to do so. The Minister
should not go on giving proteetion in this
case unless he has evidence that the state-
ments of the lessee are about to mature.
The Government should open up the country
and give other people an opportunity to
work it.  Certain conditions are imposed
upon these lessees but they never seem to
be fulfilled. One concession was granted
which absorbed the whole of the istand in
the Nannine Lake. The island has never
been manned. It was to have been worked
for six months and a large sum of money
invested in it, but it was never worked. I
understand that after 12 months steps are
now being taken to forfeit the lease. It is
not right that country sho-1d he held un
by individaals who are merely tale spinners,
The individual whe got the Nannine island
is certninly not the type to induce anyone
to put money into a mining proposition.
He has no reputation in the mining world.
No one with any money would invest on his
statements, and I cannot think why the de-
partment should have granted him this con-
cession. If I had my way, people of that
sort would never receive eonsideration. No
cne can say what will happen when men are
out prospecting. They may be hungry to-
day but to-morrow may he working pay-
able ore. What is loocked wupon as
a dud to-day may turn out te be
a fine proposition a week hence. No
one can say beyond the piek’s point ex-
actly what is to come. Neither companies
nor individuals should be allowed to hold up
large areas, and the Government themsclves
should not hold up areas such as I have de-
seribed, I know of one case in which a man
held up an area 18 months longer than be
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originally asked for, and even now there is
no sign of any money coming out to work
the proposition. In introducing the Esti-
mates the Minister gave no information as
to the likelihood of sustenance being granted
to bona fide prospectors. Until recentiy, at
all events, nothing has been granted to them
during the hon. gentleman’s term of office.
A peculiar anomaly has sprung up, one
calling for immediate review. There are on
the goldfileds, as prospectors. men who have
registered in Perth as unemployed, who
have never done any prospecting in their
lives before, but are in receipt of weekly
sustenance, the allowance being paid to
them in the portior of the State where they
have expressed a desire to go prospecting.
Some of these have, in fact, gone out. So
we have the spectacle of a man withouf any
knowledge of prospecting receiving that
Government assistance, mean though it be,
while hona fide prospectors, who have been
in the bush all their lives and have been
prospecting for the greater part of their
lives, cannot get a penny in the way of sus-
tenance. The Minister must admit that the
position is unfair. In order to secure sus-
tenance, the bona fide prospector on the
goldfields would have to go to Perth, be-
come registered as an unemployed, seek and
secure State mssistance, and have the pay-
ment transferred to that part of the Siate
where he desires to prospect. The principle
13 absolutely wrong, A destitute prospector
is deserving of as much consideration as any
other person. Ha works for very little.
When times are hard, he lives on the
roughest of diet. And this goes on for years.
Yet when he has a proposition of which he
may make a suecess and in the development
of which he desires some assistance, the
Government tell him they have no money.
Two hundred yards from him there may he
some man without any knowledge of pros-
peeting who is in receipt of Government
assistanee, small though it be in amount. 1
protest agaiust this diserimination. The
Minister for Mines should have prevailed
upoen the Treasurer to earmark some money
for bona fide prospectors, One would have
thought that the Minister for Mines would
ba alive to the need for such assistznce, In
this regard I think the hon. gentleman has
been somewhat dilatory. A matter whieh X
have brought under the notice of previous
Ministers is the forfeiture of mining tene-
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ments. For vears I have held that the sys-
tem which the law permits is wrong. There
is a good deal of dignity about the pros-
pector, notwithstanding his lowly ecireum-
stances. That a prospector should apply
for the forfeiture of ground held by another
is considered highly objectionable. even if
the holder is not eomplying with the ve-
quirements of the mining law. A man may
take up a mining tenement with every inten-
tion of working it, but may be prevented, by
illness or lack of funds, from doing so, The
man who applied for forfeiture in such 2
cace would be regarded and described as a
profussional jumper, even though he was
Auite within his rights legally and perhaps
morally as well. I suggest that the Minister
adopt the policy which I have previously
enunciated. There is a workman’s inspec-
tor, and also an inspector of mines ap-
pointed by the Government. One of these
inspectors might be empowered to call upon
the lessee of any mining tenement to show
cause why his block should not be forfeited.
Then anyone desirous of obtaining a block
which is not being worked would draw the
inspector’s attention to it. Thereupon the
inspector would do his job. He would call
the lessee before the warden, state the cir-
cumstances, and isuggest forfeiture. The
warden would then hear the holder, and give
his decision. Jumping blocks causes ani-
mosity, and the community take sides and
ere at loggerheads, The best way of over-
coming the diffieulty is to confer upon an
inspector the power I suggest. The Minis-
ter should bring in a Bill to amend the Act
aceordingly. Like the previous speaker, I
am not quite clear as to what the Minister
gaid regarding free croshing and earting
and rebates at State batteries. I understand
he intends to abolish the whole of the re-
bates on low-grade ores,

The Minister for Mines: I am suspend-
ing them. Tt takes only 4 dwts. to pay the
charges.

Mr. MARSHALL: An all-round suspen-
sion is secarcely fair, If a proposition has
been worked and its value proved by erush-
ing, and the owner is notified that, the pro-
pesition having been proved, the rebate can
no lenger be allowed, no injury may be done
to either the individual or the industry. But
prospte ors frequently cannot value a pro-
position until they have put through at
least one crushing. In estimating what o
crushing will go, prospe.tors will differ to
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the extent of several weights, Thus a pros-
pector might be caught, the gold produced
being retained by the battery manager to
meet crushing charges. At an outlying
centre such as Jimblebah, the inerease in
the price of gold is more than eaten up by
the increase in the cost of commodities. Yet
such a place as Jimblebah is treated on the
same basis as places more favourably situ-
ated. If exorbitant rates are charged to
men at a remote centre like Jimblebsh, there
is not much inducement for them to continue
work. I think the charge there is 14s. 6d.
for crushing, with a deduction of 3% dwts.
per ton, while no rebate is ailowed. The
grounds on which the Minister argues that
he is entitled to make the extra charge are
grounds which I cannot understand.

The Minister for Mines: What grounds?

Mr. MARSHALTL: The increased cost of
vunning the battery.

The Minister for Mines: No. The ground
is that the charge was fixed by the men
theinselves.

Mr. MARSHALL: That was not the
Minister’s contention the last time I spoke
to him on the subject. He then said the
Jimblebah battery was most expensive to
worl. I may menfion that with the excep-
tion of one man, those now working on that
lease are newcomers. I lmow that the
original holders of the lease agreed to take
the battery over, but finally failed to do so.
I suggest that the Minister should make the
best of a bad job. It might be argued that
the Peak Hill battery, being 70 miles from
the railway, should charge higher rates than
the Mcekatharra battery, which is on the
railway. Now that the battery is there, I
hope th: Minister will see if he cannot fix
the same charges as apply to other batteries.
The que tion of workmen’s inspectors also
agitates my mind. There bave been three
or four receni instances, particularly in the
bigger mines, where the serviees of the
workmen’s inspeetor were found to be very
necessary. I am sorry to hear that the
workmen’s inspector who was at Meeka-
tharra but is now on long serviee leave will
not be replaced by another. At a centre
like Wiluna, where the mines are bheing
worked on a very large scale, great care
and supervision are necessary to the welfare
of the men in the mines. The Minister is
scarcely fair in neglecting to provide for
that sapervision. T know nothing against
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the Government inspector, except that his
visits are not so frequent as those of the
workmen's inspector, and his ingpections are
not made on the same lines. The men have
much more confidence in the workmen’s in-
spector. I can speak for the two men who
have been on the Murchison. Probably they
have no superiors in their office, and 1 do
not think the Minister is doing right in
neglecting to replace the workmen’s inspec-
tor who has gone on holidays. the total
number of workmen’s inspectors has been
reduced to two, and extensive etonomies
have been made, and so I think the Minis-
ter might well replace the ahsent inspector
by a temporary officer until the official him-
self returns to his duties. The men have a
great deal of confidence in the inspector,
and also he is well liked by the emplovers.

The Minister for Mines: You cannot have

‘him if he is away on leave,

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but he onght to
be replaced.

The Minister for Mines: I offered to ap-
point in an honorary capacity the secretary
of the union or anyone else who might be
nominated to take the inspeetor's place while
he is on leave.

Mr. Corboy: And I think you offered
to pay his travelling expenses as well.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, I did.

Mr. MARSHALL: I did not know of
that. I should like to see something done,
because we do not want any break in the
supervision that has ohtained there for many
years. Although the inspector is on leave,
I think he is still resident at Meekatharra,
and consequently his adviee would be al-
ways available to anyone who might be tem-
porarily oceupying his position. The State
battery service is overtaxzed. It is a pity
that in the past when monev was available
for the purpose, the policy of recondition-
ing these hatteries was not more vigorously
pursued. I want again to enter a protest
such as I did when first I became a member
of this House, a protest against the policy
of removing or shifting or selling State bat-
tertes. It is & stupid policy, foolish in the
extreme. Only recently I found that the
Mt. Keith battery had been removed piece-
meal. To-day there are 20 or 30 prospee-
fors there, some of them on fairly good ore,
and I am expecting correspondence at any
moment asking for a State battery. Then
at Quinn’s there are 30 or 40 men. At one
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time there was a beautiful 10-head mill
there, but it has been taken away piecemeal,
and to replace it would eost €£5,000 or
£6,000. To shift or sell State batteries just
hecanse there is a bit of a Iull in a district,
is foolish in the extreme.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: One State battery
was shifted altogether, and the Government
themselves knew nothing ahout it.

Mr. MARSHALL: Due to lack of super-
vision,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: They could not keep
caretakers theve.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but they could
get one of their travelling ofticers to keep
an eye on these properties. The time is
coming when it will cost thousands of pounds
to replace State batteries that have been
taken away.

The Minister for Mines: I hope you are
right,

Mr. MARSHALL: I am sure I am. It
is wrong to interfere with any State tatter-
ies. It is mueh more economical to look
after them than to sell for & nominal amount
and subsequently have to replace them. In
regard fo the carting subsidy, I understand
from the Minister he is reducing it to 6d.
with the right to increase it in deserving
eases, It is unfortunate that the Minister
cannot he supplied with sufficient money to
maintain the subsidy at its present amount.
I agree that it has heen ahused more or less,
but certainly it has been very beneficial to
many honest prospecfors. Assistanee will
have {o be pgiven in some of the places
where there is no State battery at hand. In
conclusion T hope the Minister will do his
hest to get some money provided for the
granting of sustenance to bona fide pros-
pectors. Even if he cannot manage to
secure the amount that has been allowed in
the past, T hope he will make some arrange-
ments wheveby bona fide prospectors who
‘equire sustenance will be able to get af
least us mueh as is given to those who find
themsebves unemployed in the eity. I de-
sire to thank the officers of the department
for their gencrous treatment of all matters
I have had to submit to them, and to thank
the Minister for his kindly consideration
of proposals that I have submitted to him.

MR, CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9.12]: I should like through the Minister
to thank all the officers of the department,
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hoth at the head office and in my electorate,
for their kindness and courtesy throughout
the past year. It is a pleasure to have deal-
ings with officers of the Mines Department.
I recognise that the Minister is up against
a tough proposition in trying to get money
from the Treasurer for the mining industry.
But there never was a more suitable moment
for spending a few pournds in making it pos-
sible for men to get gold out of the ground.

The Minister for Mines: There is never g
more suitable time to spend money than
when you have hills to pay, but if you bave
not the money, you eannot spend it.

Mr. CORBOY: But while gold is at its
present price, evervthing should be done to
enable men to get gold. There is one action
which I think is for the Minister’s own de-
cision, and which I will appeal to him to
handle earefully before finally deciding what
he is going to do. I refer to rebates. I
agree with the Minister that perhaps there
has been some abuse in regard to the erush-
ings at public batteries, both as to carting
and rebates, The State batteries have fre-
quently been victimised by over-optimistie
men in the industry. But I think the Min-
ister should not put into force in their en-
tirety his ideas in regard te rebates on
crushings that ecome in for treatment at
State or subsidised batteries. I agree that
perhaps it is time action was taken in regard
to orc from leases that bave had a number
of erushings. They have surely diseovered
after a number of erushings whether the
dirt is worth pulling to the battery or not.
In regard to new finds, however, or the first
two or three erushings, which are really test
erushings to ascertain whether the show is
worth while, the Minister might give further
consideration. I appeal to him to eonsider
the matter with a view to framing the regu-
Iations in such a way that a man who is just
opening up a new show might receive assist-
ance with his first few crushings at any rate
at what bhas been the standard of rebates.
When men have had a lot of erushings, it is
only reasonable that they should pay a fair
charge for the facilities available to them.
Another matter is the great eongestion that
exists—the Minister is even better acquainted
with it than T am—regarding erushing facili-
ties available to men who have no plant of
their own. I refer to prospectors and small
leaseholders. Those men have to wait up-
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wards of six or seven months before they
can get their dirt erushed.

The Minister for Mines: Some of them
have been lucky that they had to wait.

Mr. CORBOY: I know what the Minister
has in mind. Some who might have. had
their stone crushed four or five months ago
are lucky that it is being crushed only now
becaunse the price of gold is higher. But
there are men who cannot get their ore
crushed to-day, and in four or five months’
time the price might be down,

The Minister for Mines:
higher.

Mr. CORBOY: I hope it will. In fair-
ness to the department I wish to say that in
one instance where there was sound reason
for doing the utmost possible to get the dirt
treated without delay, arrangements were
made for it to be erushed at other than =
public battery or subsidised battery. It was
crashed at a private battery. 1 have no
grievance against the department, but if the
Minister could convince the Treasurer ihat
he ought to find a few pounds for the pur-
pose, it would be a good opportunity to in-
crease the erushing faeilities.

The Minister for Mines: How, by estab-
lishing new hatteries?

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think that is
necessary.  When the Minister recently
returned from the Eastern States a state-
ment by him was published in the Press
ahout a one-stamp mill. At present the
Coolgardie battery is hung up practieally
every twenty-four hours for periods of days
at a time in order to clean up small par-
cels. A mill like that should concentrate
nn dealing with big crushings, and the pro-
vision of small erushing plants to handle
only the small parcels of prospectors—10
to 15 tons—would ease the pressure con-
siderably. It is not economical to hold
vp a mill for small erushings.

The Minister for Mines: Tt would be bet-
ter to have them where the ore was pro-
duced and save cartage.

Mr. CORBOY : I agree with that. T hope
the Minister will find that i¢ is more ccone-
mieal to employ a man on the spot rather
than pay the cartage subsidy. If we had
one-stamp mills at key positions in the
outer goldfields, it would be an improve-
ment. I understand a one-stamp mill ¢an
be ran by one man, Is not that so ?

The Minister for Mines: Yes,

Ii might be
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My. CORBOY : That would be more eco-
nomical than paying carting subsidies to
have the ore carted to Coolgardie. The
small mills would not cost much, I think
it would be possible to erect three or four
of them in key positions in the outer gold-
fields for less than £1,000. I1f that is so,
the congestion could be eased conswterably
and greater satisfaction would be given to
the men who have crushings and who at
present have to wait six or seven months
to get their stone ‘reated. I hope the
Minister will act promptly, becaunse now
is the time. Many pareels of ore are wait-
ing to he crushed, but it is impossible for
the Coolgardie and other State batteries to
deal with them. While the priee of gold
is high, we should do a!l in our power to
enable the men who are waiting for crush-
ings to get a deeent return for their
lubour.

Mr. Marshall: You get no tailings trom
the State batteries.

Mr. CORBOY: I am only suggesting
that they should be used for prospectors’
parcels and so on. If a man puts through
10 or 15 tons of ore and finds it is of good
grade, he will take the hulk of the ore to
a battery where ha will not loss the tail-
ings.

The Minister for Mines: In that way he
can prove whether the dirt will pay him,

Mr. CORBOY : T should like him to have
an opportunity to prove, on the spot, as it
were, whether it will pay to take the ore
out of the mine. The loss of tailings on
a 10 or 15 tons trial parcel would not be
n serious matier. It would be a serious
matter if he carted the ore to a Dbattery
100 or 150 miles distant, even if he got the
tailings, and discovered that he was show-
ing a loss on the job. I appeal to the Minis-
ter not merely fo continue to show the sym-
pathy he has manifested to prospectors, but
to make some effort to give them a better
deal in the matter of sustenance. I appre-
ciate the difficulties under wlhich the Minis-
ter is labouring, but the rate of sustenance
at present paid is so low that it does not
amount to what one might term n mere
existence. If the Minister eounld arrange
for an increase in the sustenance rate, not
raising it to anything extravagant, but
somewhere near to what the Coramuonwenlth
pay by way of invalid and old-age pen-
sions, namely, 18s. or 17s. 6d., it is the
least we should offer to men who go into
the bush where they have long distaneces
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to cart and heavy freights to pay on their
goods. At present single men are being
paid 10s. and married men 7s. a week. [
realise that the wives of married men get
the other 7s., but t¢ ask a man to go iInto
the bush and pay the prices he has to pay
in those areas on 7s. or 10s. & week is ask-
ing him to accomplish what is almost im-
possible.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: A prospector in the
bush now cannot get that amount. He has
to be here on unemployed sustenance first.

Mr. CORBOY: That is another wmatter,
which I understand the Minister has in
hand. I hope he is giving it attention.

The Minister for Mines: Many of those
men are already being assisted in a pri-
vate way that you or I know nothing of.

Mr. CORBOY: I am aware of that.

The Minister for Mines: In any case the
prospector would get no direct benefit from
increased State help, because the other fel-
low would withdraw his assistance,

Mr. CORBOY : Almost all the prospectors
have some backing, becanse they could not
possibly mauage on 10s. or 7s. a week. There
are many syndicates of two or three men
backing prospectors, but quite a lot of them
are almost as hard up as are the men in the
bush. Consequently any help that eould he
granted would assist them.

The Minister for Mines: Many tickets in
Tattersalls are bought by people who are
hard up, :

Mr, CORBOY : That is so, but they seldom
win, Generally people who do not need the
money win the prizes. I sgain appeal to the
Minister to give further consideration to the
question of rebates. I fear that he will in-
fliet considerable hardship on deserving
prospectors if he mukes a cast-iron rule. I
hope he will so frame the regulations that he
will he able to take the rebate from those
who do not deserve it, but will be able still
to give it to those who are gefting out trial
crushings and testing new country. I ask
him to convey my best thanks to the officers
of his department for their kindness to me
during the past year,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.27]: T desire
the Committee to consider a phase of mining
production. [ acknowledge it is a subject
about which I do not know very much, but I
ask for greater eo-operation between the
Goldfields Water Supply and the Mines
Department. 1 learn that around Coolgardie
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and between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie there
are dozens of alluvial flats that could be
operated,

Hon. A, McCallum: Are those flats situ-
ated in the Swan electorate?

Mr. SAMPSON: They could be treafed
by sluicing. I urge that water should be
provided in those areas at the same rate as
that at which it is supplied in Kalgoorlie for
sluicing the residues. That is a reasonable
request, and if eonceded it would result in
great opportunities for employment. I am
informed that a return of two to three dwts.
would pay, but I shafll not discuss that
aspect because it is bordering on the tech-
nical. If water were supplied from the
goldfields main, good rvesults would follow.
I think the charge for water for sluicing at
Kalgoorlie is 1s. 6d.

The Minister for Works: For what kind
of sluicing?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have already acknow-
ledged my limited knowledge of gold mining.

Mr. Corboy: Then what are you talking
about?

Mr, SAMPSON: The working of alluvial
around Coolgardie. I hope the two depart-
ments will ca-operate and make it possible
for those alluvial flats to he profitably
worked.

Vote put and passed.

1"otes- —Council of Industrial Development,
£950; State Labonr Bureau, £4,525; Police,
£209,207—agreed to.

Vote—Forests, £15,189:

ME. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [9.30]: I
had hoped that the Minister would make a
statement concerning the sandalwood indus-
try. Tu the southern portion of the State
tbis is under a control different from what
exists in the North, The few residents in
the North who gain & livelihood from san-
dalwood-getting have some cause for com-
plaint. A little while ago two firms were
engaged in handling sandalwood from the
North, and they were using it for the dis-
tillation of oil. One of these companies,
however, went out of husiness.

Mr. Marshall: The other swallowed it.

Mr. COVERLEY: That particular see-
tion of the sandalwood industry is now
within the control of one company, whick
therefore has an open 2o, The cutters have
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had no end of trouble with that enterprise
from every point of view. About two years
ago the eompany sent an officer to the
North-West to interview most of the eut-
ters, and make contracts for the supply of
a eertain tonnage of wood each year on the
basis, I believe, of £27 a ton. Everything
went well until 40 or 50 tons had been
delivered. This took only a little while.
The agents in the loeal ports of Broome
and Derby then intimated to the cutters that
no more wood was required. The men
thought they were entitled to dispose of the
tonnage they had agreed to supply, and went
on until they had fulfllled their eontracts.
The agents then told them to ship a few
more tons, and kept them going with smal!
quantities. On each oceasion when the
shipment arrived in Perth the priece was re-
duced. The cutters kept on writing to the
company, but although they began to do so
two years ago, the company have not had
the courtesy to reply to them. On every
oceasion the reply has come through an
agent. The price has heen eut down frum
£27 to £22, and no explanation has heen
given except by the agent, He has said,
“This is all that the wood is worth and ali
that T can pay.” 1 gather from the de-
partment that the Government have no con-
trol over the company, and that the under-
taking was not fo guarantee to take any
particular fonnage in a year. The agree-
ment appears to be of a slipshod nature.
The companv seem to he able to buy san-
dalwood at their discretion, If they want
1,000 tons they can take it, or & lesser quan-
tity if they so desire. That is an astonish-
ing way to control the industry in the North.
If the Government want to give a monopoly
in any partieular industry, they should take
into consideration those who are engaged in
supplying the raw material, The men arc
not able to protect themselves and the Gov-
ernment should consider their interests.
Some stipulated price should be insisted
upon if the company desire to control the
business. If the Minister is unahle to make
s more reasonahle agreement, he should give
the cutters a free hand to market their wood
where they choose. I admit that owing to
the troubles in China, the industry is in a
parlous condition. The eutter in the South,
however, is afforded protection. He is al-
lowed so many tons of wood per annum and
the firms have to keep up to their agree-
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ment. The men I speak of are 2,000 miles
away and receive no consideration. 1 have
in my possession several letters I ean show
to the Minister, dealing with the discourtesy
of the company in not sending replies. The
Minister may see them if he desires, He
may See fit to alter the arrangement,
or make a statement with reference
to the local sale of sandalwood derived from
north of the 20th parallel. —We are told
that sandalwood in the North contains more
oil than that which is grown in the South,
and for that reason is kept for loeal distil-
lation purposes. Many hundreds of tons of
really good mature sandalwood go to waste
in the North every vear as a result of bush
fires and white ants. Several residents up
there depend on this business for a liveli-
hood. They are far away from civilisation
and have no organisation to belp them.
The Minister should, thevefore, extend to
them every possible consideration.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS {IHon.
J. Scaddan—Maylands) [9.35]: This is the
first time I have heard of the difficulty re-
ferred to by the member for Kimberley. It
he will supply me with the information in
his possession, I will look into the matter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Child Welfare and Outdoer Relief,
£607,902

MER. SLEEMAN (¥remantle} [9.38]: Be-
fore we pass this vote I hope the Minister
will give members some information con-
cerning the operations of the department.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Scaddan—Maylands) [9.39]:
There ig little I can say in connection with
the Child Welfare Vote.

Hon. M. F. Troy: There iz a lot to be
said; it is the most active department of
State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Apart from the unemployment question,
there is very little alteration in the Child
Welfare Vote compared with previous years.
Unfortunately, this is not the onls expendi-
ture that constitutes a very heavy drain on
the resources of the State under existing
conditions. The Child Welfare Department
whieh, in the past, eontrolled unemployment,
is not restrieted to such things as monetary
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assistance to women, subsidies to orphanages
and so on, amounting in round figures to
over £100.000 s year. These payments are
largely on a fixed scale and made under fixed
conditions, and are to an extent beyond cur
control, unless we alter the amounts allowed
to the institutions and to people who havs
been and still are receiving assistanee from
the Government. On the question of unem-
plovment I will give a few figures so that
there may be no misunderstanding. Unem-
ployment is due to what is called a depres-
ston. As evidence of this I would say that
in January, 1930, there wern 380 families
receiving sustenanee at a weekly cost of £560.
When the Government took office there were
1,400 married men and 300 single men re.
ceiving sustenance, and to-day all told there
are 13,505 receiving sustenance at a total
weekly cost of approximately £14,000. We
had 2,572 subsidised farm hands. In view
of the approaching harvest, when the normal
requirements of farmers ought to hbe met hy
the usnal available farm labour, it has been
deeided to withdraw these subsidies, hecause
we consider that the purpose for which they
were first applied has been served. The
scheme has proved extremely helpful. Bw
the time it expires, on the 14th of the month,
the cost will have run inte £20,000. One
would imagine from some of the criticism
that has been offered that this did not cost
anything, and that nothing was done. It is
only that which is nearest at hand that is
ever looked upon as having been done, and
only that which can he seen that is taken
notice of. Most of the farmers viewed the
matter from the standpoint that this was
vosting the Government only 10s. a weel,
but during the period covered by the scheme
the cost was altogether £20,000. This shows
that we have not disremarded the agrieultural
industry. With the ohject of lifting some
of the burden of unemployment, we have
endeavoured to provide relief undertakings
and put men on to real work. That might
have heen done at the outset, but no one an-
ticipated that the eonditions would prevail
for so long. We were hopeful that instea:l
of things getting worse each week they
would improve. The position, however, has
not improved either here or anywhere else.
As I am charged only with the responsibility
of controlling this department, I have not
set myself the task of solving the problem as
it afferts the rest of Australia or the rest of
the world. We are facing this difficnlty,
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and T think the Government have done their
best under the conditions prevailing to re-
lieve those whe were unfortunately thrown
out of employment during the last two years.
The relief tha has heen granted in this
State is the most liberal granted in Aus-
tralia. I know of only one higher scale in
any part of this eontinent, and that is the
amount allowed in Queensland for a man
and his wife only—14s. 6d. per week, as
against our 14s. Every other part of our
seale of relief i1s higher than the correspond-
ing allowance anywhere else in Australia.
We have also assisted in the direction of
providing special contracts for the supply
of milk and bread. People in receipt of re-
lief have heen supplied with milk at 214d.
per pint, as against a much higher price
through the ordinary channels. Bread has
been supplied te people on relief at 3%&d.
per 2lb, loaf, as against the 5d. and 5v4d.
paid by the ordinary householder, We have
also helped with firewood supplies, at a cost
of about £1,350 in the metropolitan area
alone. The question of the conditions ap-
plying to relief work is one on whieh I
have conferred with the Public Works De-
partment, but the matier of the actual ap-
plication iz one for that department. I am
not charged with the responsibility of con-
trolling works, and I do not think that
would be practicable. However, the Minis-
ter for Works and I have heen in close con-
ference, and have tried to arrive at condi-
tions which, while not such as ome would
expect to apply in normal periods, are at
least, in eonnection with relief work, better
than those obtaining in any other part of
Australia, and even hetter than those ob-
tzining in New Zealand, which is boasted to
be a prosperous country whilst we are suffer-
ing from depression. Our task is diffieult,
owing not only to the fact that we have not
money readily available, but heeause private
enterprise and husiness concerns are not
ahle to provide emplovinent now as in the
past. Credit has heen restricted, for reasons
known to most people. The banking insti-
tutions might be able to explain exactly why
but the fact remains that credit is not avail-
able to the same extent for ordinary pur-
poses as it has heen in the past. This, of
conurse, means unemployment: and the re-
sponsihility is then thrown on the Govern-
ment. Our fask, I repeat, has heen most
diffieult; and we have heen reluctantly com-
pelled to restrict the relief we would like to
give, simply hecause of the fact that we
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have not the necessary funds. I ask hon,
members to accept my assurance that the re-
striction is not dne to any lack of desire on
the part of the Government to render more
help. It is due simply to our inability to
do more. That is all T can say on the sub-
ject at this stage. I hope that before the
end of the financial year arrives, our relief
works will not be operating to the same
extent as to-day.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[9.50]: It is a shocking state of affairs
when a small eommunity such as ours, a
mere handful of some 400,000 people, has
to expend at the rate of three-quarters of
4 million per annum in unemployment re-
lief. The expenditure is enormous for sa
small a community. According to the
figures just guoted by the Minister, when
the present Governmen{ came Into office
there were 2,000 on sustenance, and now
there are 13,500. This is the Ministry that
was going to find work for all ! Ministera
owe their positions on the Treasury bench
to the promise made by their leader of
work for everybody. And mow we find this
state of affairs.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They smile !

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes. The position
in thousands of homes musi be known to
all hon. members. Tt is pitiful to listen fo
the stories which people are compelied to
tell yon when they are seeking relief. The
poverty and destitution now existing here
must, from all appearances, inerease.
People have been living on their scanty
reserves. Many of them have disposed of
all the assets they had, have gradually sold
their furniture, and are now right down fo
bedrock. They have nothing but the sne-
tenance to live on. Their credit is ex-
hausted with all their friends. They have
worn out what clothes they did have. One
meets around the city of Perth and at the
port of Fremantle men formerly thought
to be comfortably off, respectably and
neatly dressed in the past, now right dewn
on their uppers. It is a pitiful sight. And
when one looks for some hope to hold out
to these people, the future shows nothing
to give them heart to carry on. The Minis-
ter has pot suggested that the position is
likely to improve. The latest scheme of the
Government for paying men on work in the
country the amount of sustenance and a
little more, practically reduces fo the sus-
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tenance level that large section which looks
to the Government for employment.

The Minisier for Railways: It will he all
right next month, according to the Prime
Minister,

Hon., A. MecCALLUM: The Minister may
bold it out as a hope that he is looking for
someone else to do things. However, it is
the respensibility of the State Government
to attend to the job themselves, instead of
relying upon others, The Government se-
eured their position on the Treasnry bench
by means of the undertaking, broadcast
by their leader and quoted in all their ¢am-
paign literature, that if returned to power
he wonld provide work for all. There was
to be work for the workless, land for the
landless, and homes for the homeless. The
aply thing he stopped short of was a pro-
mise that he would provide children for the
childless.

Mr. Sleeman: He will promizse that next
time.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: These promises
were broadeast everywhere, and they have
landed the country in the condition in
which it now finds itseif. Thousands of
homes have become destitute throngh re-
liance on empty election promises. Un-
doubtedly thousands of our citizens are
tow compelled to exist on a level hardly
removed from that of the Chinese coolie,

The Minister for Railways: They are bet-
ter off here than under the Labour Go-
vernment in Soath Australia.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T doubt that very
mueh, There is no other State  which so
large a section of the people are on broken
time, on the short working week, as in
Western Australia.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: There is more
want and poverty and destitution per head
of the population in this State than in any
other State of the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Railways: That is only
an assertion.

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: I have bheen
through the Eastern States fwice since
Christmas, and have examined the situation
at first hand. T have mixed with the people
out of work there. I have seen for my-
self.

The Minister for Railways: Youm must
have bad a preity good audience in South
Australia.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: South Ausirelia
is probably in a worse position than any
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other part of this continent, because it has
had five years of drought, and is a State
practically dependent upon primary bro-
dnetion. MMoreover, it was the policy of the
previons South Australian Government to
spend millions of money on the conversion
of the railway svstem, and now there is
nothing for the railways to baul.  South
Australia’s position is utterly eveeptional.
In New South Wales and Vietoria there is
nothing approaching the poverty that
one sees here, Broken time operates
in Western Australia, but the uninns
will not tolerate it in New South
Wales. Before any industry can be put
on short time there, a speecial board of in-
quiry hag to be set up for the purpose. And
there have been very few of such boards. I
speak from personal examination of the
situation in Western Aunstralia. A visitor to
a town 15 not likely to see as much poverty
as a resident sees. Living here, and being
well-known at the port, I may see more than
most people see. However, my pesition in
that respeet is not singular. I do not think
there is a member of this Chamber, whether
representing a metropolitar or a eountry
constituency, but must be deeply impressed
with the want and poverty existing among
our people. I see it in the country as weil
as in the towns. Numbers of men, I am told
by my representative, eall at my farm offer-
ing to work for tucker only. There are very
hard cases of poverty in the country. I en-
dorse the recent supgestion of the Leader
of the Opporition that instead of extending
the sustenance level, it would be better to let
some of our people live on a decent level and
meet some of their ordinary requirements.
The Minister for Works told a deputation
that he intended to extend the system as
much as he eculd thronghout the Government
service. That poliey has, T helieve, been
somewhat modified; but there are men who
have been in the Government service for
many vears and now find themselves down to
the level of petting just a liltle over the
sustenance rate. It is a pitiful state of
affairs altogether. I do not know what the
Government propose to do to remedy it. The
poliey of the Govermmnent is to meet eriticism
by saying, "I you condemnn what we put up,
just tell us your alternative.”” 1t ix easy for
the Government fo a-k the Opposition to
propound a policy for theny, hut that is not
the function of 2n Opposition.  The present
Government undertook to do things. They
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said there was plenty of money available,
and only good management was required.
When proposals were submitted by the Com-
monwealth to provide money, the Premier
denounced them, spragged the wheel, and
prejudiced the public mind against them.
He has no poliey of his own, no idea of how
to neet the situation. He simply condemns
what others put up. He 35 not only unable
to carry out his own promises, but he has
done s utmost to prevent other people giv-
ing effect to their ideas. There is no doubt
he has to carry a big share of the responsi-
bility for the condition in which the people
find themselves at the moment. And his wild
promises made during the election were re-
echoed by his supporters from one end of
the country to the other. I wish to refer
to this new provision that is made in the
conditions under which sustenance iz ren-
dered available. The Minister insists upon
signatures being given hefore anyone is paid
sustenance. This provides that in the event
of their eoming into money or property
acerning to them from any source other than
ordinary wages, they are to refund the sus-
tenance they have drawn. I do not know
where the Minister gets that idea, what
bright intellect has devised such a proposal.
But it the individual who signs this under-
taking happens at any time to come into
money other than ordinary wages, the Gov-
ernment ean c¢laim a refund of the amount
he has received in sustenance. I wonld not
cavil at the winner of a Tattersall’s sweep
being asked to refund the sustenance he had
had, but there is quite a number of men and
women who have heen paving into insurance
to draw at a certain age, and have put their
savings inte the poliey. I know of a num-
ber of parent~ who have paid premiums in
order that their ehildren might draw a swm
at a given age, in some instances so that they
might be equipped with the tools necessary
for an apprenticeship. But this agreement
means that if a voung feliow were to come
into a sum of money as the resnlt of past
thrift on the part of his parents, the Gov-
ernment could elaim a refund of any susten-
annce he might have had. That is a penalty
on the thrifty, while the indolent and cars-
less are allowed to go free. It would he
sounder if the Govermment allowed such
people to =et off their sustenanee, amd let
them keep any money they might come into
later by means such =zs [ have suggested.
Are the (iovernment not going to take into
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account all the debts these people may have
incurred? The sustenance does not meet ali
domestic requirements. Boots and clothes
have to be paid for, and the sustenance will
not cover all that. Are not these people to
have their money for clothes or to replenish
their homes with necessary linen and so
forth after they have been out of work for
a year or two? The whole proposal will
inflict a great hardship. A person might be
compelled to sell his home, being unable to
keep up his payments. The money he has
got for the home would be something other
than wages, and so the department could
claim it. Y is wrong that the department
should look for the repayment of susten-
anee under such circumstances.

The Minister for Railways: It applies
only to sustenance which is not worked for.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : I should not imag-
ine that you would take it from anyone who
has worked for his sustenance.

The Minister for Railways: It does not
apply to many.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, it does, for
there are thousands of people receiving sus-
tenance who are not working for it. The
Minister said there were 13,500 on susten-
ance.

The Minister for Railways: Da not delib-
erately mis-state the position. These 13,500
are on sustenance or working for sustenance.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Where is the mis-
representation? The Minister said that
there were 13,500 on sustenance. He will
not argue that there are 13,500 working for
the Government.

The Minister for Railways: No, but they
are not all working for their sustenance.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : Thousands of peo-
ple are getting sustenance without working
for it. The Minister knows that. No one
would imagine that after 2 man had worked
for money he would be made to repay it.

The Minister for Railways: But it would
not apply to the 13,500 I mentioned.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Not to the lot
perhaps, but it would apply to thousands.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. A, MecCALLUM: To enforce such
conditions on people who may be coming
into a few pounds after months and years
of poverty, and in face of the many claims
that will be made upon them, fo penalise
them in such a manner is altogether unreas-
onable. I do not know the position at
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Blackboy and Hovea, how many men have
gone ovut there to these works, but there have
been 1,200 or 1,500 men in camp there idle.
This State is pouring out just on three
quarters of a million per annum under this
heading. It is an enormous expenditure.

The Minister for Railways: Did you say
those men were idle?

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: For the best part
of their time they are idle. It has been
useless work.

The Minister for Railways:
the point,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The work they
are doing is useless. It is absclute ex{rava-
gance to construct roads through National
Park.

The Minister for Railways: Is it extrava-
gance to provide wood for the unemployed?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: In Fremantle
work has been found for the unemployed
withount establishing camps, and a wood sup-
ply has been provided by loecal committees.
The State is not getting value for the ex-
penditure, which is an enormouns drain on
its resources. I know that it is impossible
to get 20s, in the pound valne for expendi-
ture under such schemes, but a much better
vetnrn could have been obtained. Roads in
the National Park! A read to Yanchep
Caves! Sending men into the bush to work
Bor 114 or two days a week and then loaf
around the camp for the rest of the time,
and expect to get a fair return for the
money! It is not in human nature to give
a fair return under such conditions. To say
that the work at National Park and Yan-
chep Caves was undertaken because it was
handy to the city will not bear examination.
beeause there are plenty of essential works
handy to the eity that must be done sconer
or later if Petth is to grow., Those works
bave heen allowed to stand over because
there is no money available, and yet money
can he found for the development of plea-
sure resorts. The member for Toodyay
(Mr. Thorn) stated a few nights ago that
the Yanchep road had been built, not merely
to develop a pleasure resort, but to serve
some good land. The pronouneement of the
Chairman of the State Gardens Board fletly
contradicts that. In his mind there is no
doubt that the main objective of the work
is to attract tourists and develop the caves.

The Minister for Lands: To prevent
people from going out of the State to spend
their money.

That is not
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Hon. A. MeCALLUM: There are not
many people with so much money to spend
that they have to go out of the State to get
rid of it. That statement will not bear ex-
amination.

The Minister for Lands: You will ad-
mit it has happened in the past.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1 admit that
nothing of the sort is happening at present.

The Minister for Lands: But it will bap-
pen again in future.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Works are re-
quired in the metropolis which shuuld be
put in hand, but they are held up owing to
lnck of funds, and yet the luxuries and
frills I have mentioned can be undertaken.
I get heartily sick of the whole business.
The Government have nothing to suggest for
this great section of 13,500 people. The
total has risen from 2,000 since the present
Government took office, and they have no
idea how the problem is to be solved. Yet
they saddle the community with an expendi-
ture of nearly £750,000 annually. 1t is a
helpless and pitiful position for the Cabinet
to be in, and it is more pitiful for those
who are condemned to live under the Govern-
ment’s scheme, The tragedy is the young
men of 18 to 25 who should be gaining a
footing in some avenue of employment.
What are their prospects? TWhat hope is
there for them? The ontlook is dishearten-
ing indeed, We look for some policy or
some idea from the Government, and we find
none. There is nothing to maintain the
marale of the people. There is the same
wet blanket that the GGovernment are throw-
ing over evervthing, thus further depressing
the spirits of the people. The Government
gave an assurance to the Premiers’ Confer-
cnee that the whole of the money would be
spent on works that would give a quick re-
turn. Can the Governmeni name one work
that will give a quick return? I can easily
understand why the work of drainage and
the schemes initiated in the South-West
were undertaken, and why the men on sus-
tenance liere were transferred there and told
that, unless they aeceepted the work, they
wonld he denied sustenance. Tt means the
transfer of this expenditure from revenue
to loan. Later the Premier will say, “Look
how I have redueed expenditure, In Oc-
toher T was spending at the rate of three-
quarters of a million a year on sustenance,
and now sustenanee is down to £50,000
or £100,000. I have saved that much.”
Instead of that he iz merely passing
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the expenditure on to posterity. Many
years must elapse before much of the
work is reproductive, if ever it becomes re-
productive, and not nearly 20s. in the
pound value will be obtained for it. Faney
single men going into the bush and working
for two days in the week and remaining idle
for the rest of it, coming back then for an-
other two days’ work and remaining idle for
the rest of the week! How is it possible o
get a fair return for the expenditure, or to
make the job a payable one? How can it he
made a fair charge against loan money,
upon which the people of the State will have
to pay interest?

Mr. Griffiths: Is it not better than to get
the dole and do nothing for it?

Hon. A, McCALLUM: T am not advo-
cating the payment of the dole for no re-
turn. I am arguning against that. I want
the State to get valne for the money paid.

Mr. Griffiths: That is what we want.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: That is not pos.
sible under this scheme,

Mr. Brown: You ought to suggest some-
thing.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : It is not the fune-
tion of the Opposition to supply the policy.
The Government have no policy, but plenty
of promises. Where are the promises now?

Mr. Brown: Where is the money?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: They said they
had plenty of money.

My, Griffiths: Tt is all spent.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: In their leaflets
memhers opposite said there was plenty of
money. It was said that everyone else could
manage things hut the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when he was Premier. Now that we
have got the management that members op-
posite sought to bring ahout, what has been
done with the power that has been gained?

Mr. Griffiths: You left o nice mess when
you got out,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: A nice mess they
have made of things. It is a preity state of
affairs. One ean hardly imagine that things
could have reached so bad a state in so short
at time. Two years ago conditions were
fairly prosperous; now we have reached a
staze of despondency. T shounld like to hear
from the Government what their policy is.
Their only policy, if it ean be called one, is
that they have to wait until they can get on
the London money market. They ean held
out no hope for the unemployed until then.
It will be many a long year before that
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market is open to Australia. If the unem-
ployed are te wait until then, many men
and women will die of starvation and many
families will be rendered destitute for the
rest of their days. The Premier says he
must borrow some money hefore he can alter
the position. That is the ery of despair, an
admission of helplessness, a clear declaration
that there is nothing ahead. We were told
that once the Mitehell Government got into
office all would be well, that there would be
work and prosperity for all,
himself said, *“What I have done before I
can do again; this is no idle boast.” The
people have had their eyes opened and
understand how they were deceived. Tt is
not very satisfaetory to remind them of the
past. Even now the Government should show
some way out of the difficulty, should say
what they will do to relieve the situation.
Instead of doing that they are ever bringing
& larger section of the community down to
this level. If in another two years there is
no improvement, the best part of the com-
munity will be down to the sustenance level.
There has been an increase of over 11,000
poersons who have been brought to that level
in two years. In the last six months the in-
crease has been enormous. I do not know
what will happen if we go on at this rate for
another two years. If the present policy, if
it can be called one, is followed, it must
magnify the trouble. I eannot help ex-
pressing my disgust and disappointment
that the Government have no policy to an-
nounce. All they intend to do is to continue
administering the situation as they find it.
If we could go amongst the people and tell
them that Governments are now formulating
u policy to relieve the situation, there would
he something for the people to look forward
to. 1 make another appeal to the Minister
to reconsider the objectionable clause he has
put into the sustenance scheme. Those who
have coming to them a little insurance money
and may thus be getting a little ineome,
should not find this money seized by the Gov-
ernment. That much should be left to them
to re-establish themselves and regain a little
self-respeet and self-relianee, instead of
being forced to continue on the sustenance
Jevel.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.28]: I am
sure members have listened with interest
to the remarks of the member for South
Fremantle. I am pleased to note the great
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amount of sympathy he has shown for the
unemployed. We have atso listened to his
condemnation of the methods of the Go-
vernment in trying to get these people back
to work. We agree with his remarks to a
eertain extent, but why does he stop short
there ? He has shown his sympathy for
the unemployed, but why does he not give
us the benefit of his experience and know-
ledge. He has not suggested anything. Why
eannot bhe drvop party polities at such
a time as this? Why cannot he
tel us how these men c¢an hest be
emploved and how the money can best
be used ? Why eannot he do what leaders
of his party have done in Great Britain
and other places, sink party polities for the
time being?

Mr. Marshall: You have no policy to
sink. We did have a poliey.

Mr. Raphael: You have sunk the
workers’ conditions into the mud.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I must ask
members to cease interjecting. I do not
mind an interjection now and thes, but if
they are going to be continnous I shall
have to take drastic action.

Mr. ANGELO: I appeal to the able
leaders on the other side to help us in this
erisis, to show their sympathy and love for
the State by dropping party polities for
the time being. Why cannot they give us
the benefit of their adviee %

Hon. P. Collier: Has there ever been g
Parliament in Western Australia which has
been characterised by less Opposition
eriticism than this one ?

Mr. ANGELO: No. I quite agree with
the Leader of the Opposition there. We are
all grateful to him. But why should not
the Government have the benefit of the
experience and brains on the Opposition
side of the Chamber 9

Hon. I. Collier: You cannot eall it eri-
ticism when a member expresses his
opinion. You have had more than a fair
deal as regards criticism.

Mr. ANGELQ: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition bas eritieised the Govern-
ment. He has said that everything they
have done is wrong. Surely he knows what
is the right thing to do ¥ Then why not,
at an abnormal time like this, give us some
constructive criticism, and sunggest to wus
what should he dome %

Hon. A. McCallum: But you told the
pecple we did not know anything.

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing of the kind.
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HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[10.32]: Realising that we are asked to
review an expenditure of approximately
£750,000 on child welfare and outdoor relief,
we are entitled to ask the Minister what he
is doing with regard to unemployment on
the goldfields. A few months ago I had oe-
casion to approach his department not with
reference to the goldfields unemployed but
with reference to the number of people com-
ing in there from the coastal areas and from
the Eastern States.
residents were called npon to meet the full
cost of unemployment relief. We got no-
thing whatsoever from the Minister, and I
do not know that the hon. gentleman has
been too liberal since. 1 am inclined to think
that the Minister should treat the unem-
ployed people who go to the goldfields areas,
on a similar basis to that adopted in ths
case of metropolitan residents out of work.
On the goldfields we do not mind deing our
best for our people whe are out of work,
but we object to having to carry the whole
responsibility of strangers coming into the
distriet. It was mentioned quite recently
that the Minister’s department had been
making available railway passes to permit
men out of work in the metropolitan ares to
reach the goldfields and seek employment
there. The granting of railway passes is
quite all right; but nnless the Minister is
also prepared to make sustenance available
on the goldfields at the same rate as in the
metropolitan area, he should cut out those
railway passes.

Thae Minister for Rallways: Your state-
ment has been proved to be incorrect. We
asked for a single instance, and not one
could be found.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: There are in-
stances,

The Minister for Railways: Not instances
of men getting free passes to go to the gold-
fields to look for work. You have been asked
te provide instanees.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM: How did the
Minister ask for instances? He asked for
& man who was on the track. If a man goes
to the department for a free pass, will he
be asked io subsfantiate the remarks which
have been made? The man might require
a pass the nest week, and what would hap-
pen then? The Minister has got him out
of (he metropolitnn area, and without any
money: and the responsibility of susten-

At that time goldfields
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ance is thrown on people who are doing
their hest for the goldfields unemployed.
Until recently there was another gentleman
in the Ministry—I refer to Mr. Keenan. In
accordance with their policy of eutting down,
the Government are now carrying on, or
attempting to carry on, with one Minister
less than the nnmber provided in the Con-
stitation. We can realise that with the
amount of work Ministers have to handle,
the job of atiending to the unemployed
problem is being rather peglected; though I
do not wish this veference to apply to the
Minister himself. Why should the Govern-
ment try to carry on with one Minister
short?

Hon. P. Collier: But one does not get
e.ciency by muitiplying futility.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: 1 realise that.
However, I want to know the reason. Can-
not the Government find on their side of the
Chamber a member who is prepared to face
his electors?

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member is
getting rather away from the vote, whieh is
Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is what
T am concerned about, Sir. T want te know
why the Government are attempting to
carry on without the assistance of another
full-time Minister, thereby in my opinion
neglecting the Child Welfare and Outdoor
Relief Department. 1 am prepared to ad-
mit that the present Minister is doing his
best, provided he will allow the goldfields
people the necessary sustenance payments.
But what is the idea of the Government in
neglecting opportunities, withholding ex-
penditure, and not reviewing sufficiently the
finances of the country, but eutting out one
Minister? The present Government seem-
ingly are afraid to face the electors. They
have not a leader on their side. This matter
is not confined to Country Party members.
The vacancy which has arvisen is one that
should be filled from the National Party.

The Minister for Railways: I do not koow
how vou connect these remarks with the vote.

The CHATRMAXN: T ask the hon. mem-
ber to restriet his remarks to the Child Wel-
fare anil Quidoor Relief.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM : T want to help
the children whose parents have heen
thrown out of work. The present Govern-
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ment are neglecting the country’s affairs by
attempting to carry on under-staffed. I am
most coneerned about 1he Child Welfare and
Outdoor Relief Department, and that is the
vote under consideration. Only a little while
ago, when introducing the Estimates of the
Mines Department, the Minister made a
very fine speech. But I want from the Min-
ister some announcement or assurance that
the unemployed arriving from the Bastern
States are not going to be permitted to be a
burden on the people of the eastern pgold-
fields,

Progress reported.

BILI—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
(No. 2).

Returned from the Council with requested
amendments.

House adjourned ot 1043 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, 10th November, 1931,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

HOUSE STAFF DESIGNATION.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to announce
that I have decided to make an alteration
in the designation of an officer of the House.
For many years past we have had a Chief
Messenger. Henceforth the designation of
that offieer will be Clerk of Reeords and
Aecounts, as he will be reguired to perform
clerical duties as well as those of Chief
Messenger.
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QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES, KIM-
BERLEY FORFEITURES.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES asked the Chief
Seeretary: What was the total area of pas-
toral leases forfeited respectively (a) in the
East Kimberley, and (b) the West Kimber-
ley Divisions sinee the 30th June, 19179

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied :
(a) Total cancellations, 6,209,938 acres; re-
selection of cancelled areas, 1,981,178 acres;
net cancellations, 4,228,760 acres; less new
selections, 1,680,741 acres; excess of can-
cellations over selections from 1-7-17 to
1-11-31, 2,648,019 acres. (b) Total can-
cellations, 7,142,914 acres; re-selection of
cancelled areas. 1,567,493 ncres; net can-
cellations, 5,575,422 acres; less new selee-
tions, 4,084,141 acres; excess of cancella-
tions over selections from 1-7-17 te 1-11-31,
1,491,281 acres.

QUESTION—STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Have the (overnment ob-
tained a valuation of the plant and machin-
ery at the State Implement Works? 2, If
50, what was the amount of such valuation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied :
1, Yes. 2, £47,771, inclusive of buildings.

LEAVE OF ARBSENCE,

On motion by Hon. H. Sedden, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. E. H. Harris (North-East) on the
ground of ill-kealth.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 4).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 4th November.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East—in reply [4.39]: Until the
last few days, the officers of the Treasury
and 1 had been wunder the impression
that Mr. Nicholson was a well-wisher of the
provisions in the Stamp Bill for the sup-
pression of fraud and the evasion of stamp
duty. His speech has sinece informed us
that he is quite unfriendly to the Govern-



